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4 H MOTTO

“To Make the Best Better”

4 H PLEDGEtc "4 H PLEDGE"
I PLEDGE tc "I PLEDGE " \l 2
 my HEAD tc " my HEAD " \l 2
 to clearer thinking, tc " to clearer thinking, " \l 2
my HEART

 to greater loyalty,

my HANDS

 to larger service,

my HEALTH

 to better living,

for my club, my community,

my country,

and my world.

Mission Statementtc "Mission Statement"
Michigan 4H youth development is a youth development program that involves volunteers in providing positive, experiential and educational opportunities for and with youth. Our mission is to create environments through collaboration that build strong, healthy youth, who are proactive in a complex and changing world.

Horse Committee

Horse Committee is made up of horse leaders, parents and members. Horse Committee board officers consist of Chairperson, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, two Adult at Large and two Teen at Large members, which are elected by the committee annually. The committee is responsible for planning and implementing the 4-H horse program. All horse leaders, parents and members are welcomed and encouraged to attend monthly meetings where information is given, issues are discussed and decisions are made. It is to the club’s advantage to have a representative at every meeting so that information is brought back to the membership in a timely manner. Leaders who do not attend regularly are deferring to the decisions made by those in attendance. Meeting notices are sent to all registered leaders. Minutes from the previous month are available at meetings.

Horse Committee provides partial reimbursement to 4-H members on costs for State 4-H level competitions, State 4-H clinics and purchase of an ASTM-SEI approved helmet.

Horse Committee is an active part of the Ingham County 4-H Program, which is governed by    4-H Council. Issues like club and member registration deadlines are set by 4-H Council. They have recommended that all clubs have clear, written expectations of meeting attendance, responsibilities, rules and consequences. 4-H Council is open to all 4-H members, parents and leaders. 

Horse Committee is an active member of Michigan Horse Council. There is representation at Michigan Horse Council meetings by a delegate from the Horse Committee. The delegate reports Horse Council information at monthly Horse Committee meetings.
Ingham County Horse Committee Bylaws:

I.  Name

1. It will be known as the Ingham County 4-H Horse Committee. The                                  four officers and four at-large members will be known as the Ingham County 4-H Horse Board.

II. Purpose

1. To provide leadership and service to Ingham County 4-H horse members and leaders during the fair and throughout the 4-H year.

III. Membership

1. Horse Committee membership is open to representatives of each of the 4-H horse clubs in Ingham County, including leaders, parents and members. Voting privileges on the horse committee are limited to two adult representatives and two teen 4-H horse members (4-H age 13 years or older) from each 4-H horse club in Ingham County. At the call of vote, members must be in attendance to place their vote/ballot.

2. Voting privileges are held by honorary members unless they qualify as a regular horse committee member as defined in 3. 

3. Honorary membership is held by the coaches from each of the following projects:  Drill Team, Horse Judging, Hippology. The Horse Superintendent is an honorary member.

IV. Committee Year

1. The Horse Committee year begins October 1 and ends September 30.
V.  Meetings

1. The Horse Committee shall convene for at least 10 meetings a year. These meetings will be held on the second Wednesday of the month.

2. The 4-H Horse Board may meet as needed throughout the year.

3. Appointed sub-committees may meet as required during the year.

4. Monthly meetings are open to all interested people.

VI. Elections

1. Election of officers will be held at the October meeting.

2. The Horse Committee will elect a Chairperson and Secretary on odd years and Vice Chairperson and Treasurer on even years two adult-at-large and two senior 4-H teen-at-large member (4-H 15 yrs. and older).

Chairperson: Calls and presides over all Horse Committee meetings, provides agenda for meetings, announcement letter, holds officers meetings, selects and sets up committees for special projects, provides information and/or material to committees and checks on their progress, also acts as contact person for county office.

Vice-Chairperson: Works closely with chairperson and conducts horse committee meetings in absence of chairperson, may chair a sub-committee, also assists in providing information to sub-committees.

Secretary: Records minutes at each meeting, handles correspondence for committee, prepares minutes in time for the 4-H office to print and mail to membership before the next meeting, also reads minutes at each meeting.

Treasurer: Collects and records all monies from fund-raising projects, disburses funds as required, keeps accurate detailed accounts of earmarked funds, reports activity at each meeting. Submits financial report to the 4-H Office annually.

At-Large Board Members: Serve on various committees, assist the officers and will also assume vacated officers positions as needed.

3. Each officer will serve a one-year term except treasurer, which is a two-year term.

4. The chairperson may not serve more than two consecutive terms as chairperson, except by special waiver by 2/3 vote.

5. A Chairperson must have at least one year’s experience on the 4-H Horse Board.

6. No nominations for officers will be accepted from the floor unless the nominee is present.

VII. Voting Privileges of Officers

1. Officers may not vote unless they qualify as representatives of their clubs.

2. A Chairperson may not vote unless they vote as a tie-breaker.

VII. Horse Board

1. The committee’s officers and at-large members will make up the Ingham County 4-H Horse Board.

2. This board MUST be approved by the 4-H Council at the council’s December meeting.

3. The chairperson of the Horse Committee (or designated representative of horse committee) will be the representative to the 4-H council.

4. The Horse Board MUST submit a year-end report (including each committee’s financial statement) to the following:

a. The 4-H Extension Educator

b. The 4-H council

c. The Horse Committee

5. The year-end report will be submitted by Dec 1 of the year.

6. Any decisions made by the Horse Committee concerning major changes in the 4-H project or in the Fair must be approved by the 4-H council.

7. The chairperson has the right to call a Board meeting to authorize up to and including $100.00, no more, without committee approval, to be expended in an emergency situation.

IX. Sub-committee

1. Sub-committees may be used throughout the year to help promote and support 4-H horse activities.

2. Sub-committees chairs are appointed by horse committee (and approved by the board) and should function according to horse committee bylaws giving reports as requested.

X. Fair Judges

1. The chairperson of the Horse Committee and 4-H Horse Fair Superintendent will hire and confirm the judges for the Fair and Achievement Days.

XI. Amendments

1. These bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 majority vote of the attending members at a Horse Committee meeting.

XII. Procedure

1. The Ingham County 4-H Horse Committee will be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order unless otherwise specified in these bylaws as stated above.

Adopted 1995

Amended 2009
Superintendent’s Committee

The superintendent’s committee consists of the Superintendent, appointed by the 4-H Staff, 4-H Council and Fair office, Assistant Superintendents and Clerks, appointed by the superintendent. This committee is governed by Ingham County Fair Board. This committee is responsible for the planning and implementation of Achievement Days, Fair, and promoting the 4-H horse project.

The Superintendent is a member of Horse Committee and liaison to the Fair Manager.

General Rules
Code of Conduct

Project leaders, parents, and members will:

· Accept their responsibility to represent Ingham County 4-H Horse/Pony Project with dignity and pride by being positive role models.

· Conduct themselves in a courteous and respectful manner, exhibit good sportsmanship and provide positive role models.

· Respect, adhere to and enforce the rules, policies and guidelines established by Ingham County 4-H Horse/Pony Project programs.

· Abstain from and not tolerate physical or verbal abuse.

· Comply with equal opportunity and anti-discrimination laws.

· Avoid criminal activities.

· Under no circumstances, possess, sell or consume alcohol or possess, sell or use controlled substances at an Ingham County 4-H Horse/Pony Project activity or event.

· Under no circumstances, attend or participate in an Ingham County 4-H Horse/Pony Project activity or event under the influence of alcohol and/or controlled substances.

· Accept the responsibility to promote and support the Ingham County 4-H Horse/Pony Project to develop an effective, county, state and national program.

· Operate machinery, vehicles and other equipment in a responsible manner.

Age Policy

The age of all 4H members is determined as of January 1 of the current year. Participants with a horse, in Horse Camp, Achievement Days and Fair must be ages 9-19. Horseless activities are available for 5-19 year old 4H members.

Alternative Tack Exemption

Alternative tack usage shall be allowed for all Ingham County 4-H events provided the following conditions are satisfied. 

1.       Veterinary documentation for alternative tack signed, dated and turned in to superintendent within 5 days of diagnosis. Documentation shall be renewed each year. 

2.       Superintendent’s signature required for validation and approval of Alternative Tack Form which is valid for all 4-H sponsored events.

3.       Superintendent reserves the right to access of Horses veterinary records and the use of secondary evaluations as deemed necessary for approval of Alternative Tack Form.

4.       Bearer of responsibility to present documentation to the show office shall be the 4-H exhibitor
Ownership

Ownership is encouraged but not required. Two members may not share the same horse/pony as their project in the same year except P.E.P. Members are encouraged to have trained and cared for the horse/pony they enter. A horse/pony must be designated as a member’s project animal for Fair, both Achievement Days and clinics by May 1 of current year.

Horse Project Change Request

Permission to change a member’s project animal is obtained from the Superintendent’s Committee. A written request stating the reason for the change, a veterinarian statement when applicable, three photos showing left, right and front views and current proof of negative Coggins test of the new horse/pony must be submitted to the Superintendent by 8 PM Friday the week before Fair Vet check. An exhibitor who is granted a horse/pony change made after the May 1 registration deadline will NOT be eligible for the State 4H Horse Show of the current year. 

Exhibitors will be judged and may be awarded ribbons at the Ingham County Fair. Exhibitors may be granted only one horse/pony change per calendar year.
NOTE:  This is moved to section on Achievement Day rules.

Member Registration

New 4H members must be registered with a 4H club by May 1.

Any returning 4H member must be registered with a 4H club by re-enrollment deadline in December.

New clubs must be registered by April 1 to show at the Fair.

Exhibitor Registration

In order to show at the Achievement Days or Fair an “exhibitor registration” form, copy of current year (Michigan Department of Agriculture that defines current calendar year as, "...the 13-month period of December 1 through December 31 of the following year (e.g., December 1, 2004 through December 31, 2005).  Negative Coggins and three photos (left, right, and front views) of horse/pony must be submitted through 4H leaders to the 4H office by May 1 of current year. You may choose only ONE breed/performance section for the current year.

Entry Forms

Fair and Achievement Day entry forms are turned in at the June Horse Committee sign up meetings. Entries must be submitted by the club leader or selected representative and will not be accepted at the fair office or 4-H office from individual members or clubs. No late paperwork will be accepted. No classes will be added, changed or subtracted after the June sign up meeting, with exception granted to an approved horse/pony change.

Club Assignments

Each club will be assigned job/s at Achievement Days, Leader Show and Fair. To be a Ring Steward, Announcer or Office Worker the volunteer must be at least 13 years old. All other positions may be filled at the clubs’ discretion; however younger workers under 13 must work with adult supervision. A club must work their scheduled assignment to be considered in “Good Standing”.  See Page 28.
Safety

Failure to comply with these rules may lead up to/include expulsion from the fair grounds.

1. ASTM-SEI approved helmets are required for all persons age 19 and under in all Hunt Seat, Jumping and Gymkhana classes in all 4-H club sponsored events including open shows regardless of whether the person is enrolled in 4-H. All members must wear approved helmets at Horse Camp. Horse Committee will make a partial reimbursement to 4-H members on the purchase of an ASTM-SEI approved helmet.

2. All riders must wear boots or riding athletic shoe with 2” heel. 

3. Riders are cautioned to use extreme care when entering and leaving the barns, show rings and practice rings. All horses/ponies must be walked around barn area. All horses/ponies must be led, or ridden at a walk at all times outside of show rings and designated practice rings.

4. Use of a bridle and saddle is required at all times when riding except during bareback classes, practice arena warm up for bareback classes, and costume classes. There will be no riding double.

5. There is to be NO SMOKING in the barn areas or in any building on the fairgrounds.

Achievement Days
Achievement Days are coordinated by the Fair Committee and Horse Superintendent. These two shows are held at the fair grounds and open only to 4-H horse/pony members showing their current year project animals. Members who are eligible for State 4-H Horse Show earn points at these two shows. Classes are divided according to breed/performance section and exhibitor age.

Guidelines 

1. 4-H and Fair rules apply.

2. You must submit  an exhibitor registration form by May 1 of the current year to the 4-H office to participate. The project horse/pony that you signed up with on your May 1 registration form is the horse/pony you are eligible to show at both Achievement Days and Fair.
3. Achievement Day class entry forms (separate form for each day), are submitted to your club leader who turns them in at the June Horse Committee meeting.
4. If there is a problem with your entry form an adult may bring it to the announcers booth for clarification.  

5. You may enter up to seven of the classes that are available to your project breed/performance section.  You may enter more than one Dressage test, but only one counts for State Show points.

6. Assigned stalls are available for both Achievement Days. Stalls must be reserved and paid for in advance. Exhibitors are required to clean their stalls prior to leaving the fair grounds.

7.  There will be NO refund of entry fees.
8.
Dressage horse/pony/rider combination that places First, Second or Third in the same test for two years, must advance to the next more difficult test.

9.
Any classes may be split or combined at the discretion of the Superintendent’s Committee.

10. Each club will be required to sign up for jobs (such as ring steward, announcer, office help).  Your club may fill the position with teen leaders, parents, or adult leaders.

11. Trail, Novice Trail, and English Western Riding participants MUST  qualify  at Achievement Day I to be eligible for these classes at the fair.  Riders placed in the top 15 qualify to ride in these classes at Fair.   

12. No dogs allowed on the Fairgrounds. 
State 4-H Horse Show

Competitors come from all over Michigan to this three day show at MSU. Each county is assigned a quota of delegates and selects their representatives.  Our selection process is as follows:

Guidelines

1. All exhibitors must designate on the Exhibitor Registration form the desire to participate in the qualification process for State Show delegate.

2. An exhibitor must be at least 13 years old by January 1 of the current year to participate.

3. No exhibitor will be allowed to go to State 4-H Horse Show two years in a row.

4. An exhibitor will be allowed to sign up and participate in only one Breed/Performance Section. Novice Section is not eligible.

5. Two Achievement Days and a written State Show Test will be offered for participants to earn points towards State Show delegate. An exhibitor may earn a maximum of 42 points from Achievement Day 1(6 points for first place through 1 point for sixth place), 36 points from Achievement Day 2, and 10 points for the written State Show Test.  The written test will be given on the Monday of Horse Camp in June at 7:00.

6. Cheating on the written test will result in the elimination of the individual from State Show eligibility.

7. After all the exhibitors points are totaled, the exhibitor with the most accumulated points in EACH SECTION will be chosen first for State Show delegate. The exhibitor with the 2nd highest point total from each section will be chosen next. The remaining slots will be filled with the highest point total, regardless of breed/performance section. All exhibitors must accumulate at least twenty nine (29) points to be chosen as state show delegate. PEP selection is a separate process and not counted in the county quota.

8. State Show Alternates: If a Section delegate can not go to the State 4-H Show, they will be replaced by the next highest point total overall
9. State show packets can be picked up by the delegate, parent of the delegate, or leader, after delegates are announced at close of Achievement Day II.

10. Horse Committee will make a partial reimbursement for the cost of State Show entry fee to participating 4-H delegates.

POINTS

1. An exhibitor may earn a maximum of 42 points from Achievement Day 1 and 36 points from Achievement Day 2. Points will be taken from their Showmanship. English Pleasure, Western Pleasure, English Equitation, Western Horsemanship, Trail, English/Western Riding, and a Dressage Test for all sections except English Sport Horses/Ponies and Gymkhana. The English Sport Horses/Ponies Section will earn their points from Showmanship, Dressage Equitation, Suitability for Dressage, Hunter Hack, Hunt Seat Equitation, Trail, English/Western Riding, and a Dressage Test. The Gymkhana Horses/Ponies Section will earn their point from Showmanship, Flag Race, Cloverleaf, Pole Bending, Keyhole, Speed & Action, Trail, English/Western Riding, and a Dressage Test.

2. Points will be computed as follows:

A. 6 points for first place down to 1 point for 6th place, regardless of the number of entries in the class.

B. A Maximum of 10 points will be given as earned from a written (or oral) state show test on horse knowledge. The point scale for this test will be as follows:

10 points
46-50 correct answers

8 points
41-45 correct answers

6 points
36-40 correct answers

4 points 
31-35 correct answers

3 points 
26-30 correct answers

2 points 
21-25 correct answers


3. In the event of a tie, the highest state show test score will be the tie breaker.

Ingham County Fair

Ingham County Fair has a division dedicated to the 4-H Horse Project. Members exhibit and compete with their current year horse/pony project to reflect the dedication and time each member has invested. This is a four day horse show with classes divided according to breed/performance sections and age. The Fair is held at the end of July or beginning of August at the Ingham County Fairgrounds in Mason. Contact person is the Superintendent of Horse Project.

General Rules:

1. Exhibitors in this division must belong to a registered Ingham County 4-H Club and entries must be made through a club leader.

2. A stall fee is paid with the exhibitor’s Fair entry and is not refundable.

3. All 4-H horses/ponies must be on the grounds and stabled between the hours of 3:00 P.M. through 8:00 P.M. on Friday. Absolutely no horses/ponies may come in after 8:00 P.M. Before they are stabled the horse/pony must pass the health inspection by a veterinarian on the grounds. The purpose of the vet check is to prevent communicable diseases during the animals confinement at the Fair. Horses/ponies will be sent home if they are showing signs of illness.
4. Stall decorating may begin on Thursday after 5:00 P.M. and may not be removed until all classes are completed on Tuesday.
5. Classes will be judged according to the Michigan 4-H Standards as outlined in the current 4-H Horse and Pony Project Show Rules and Regulations. When these guidelines do not apply or are insufficient, United States Equestrian Federation (USEF)Rules will govern.

6. A practice arena for exercising horses/ponies has been provided (Joan Clinton Memorial Ring) south of ZZ barn. Under NO circumstances will horses/ponies be allowed to be ridden in the area east of the road, outside of the cyclone fence, on the pavement or on the race track. All horses/ponies must be led, or ridden at a walk, at all times outside of the show ring and designated practice areas. Riders are cautioned to use extreme care when entering and leaving the barns, show rings and practice ring. Horses/ponies must be in the barns and cannot be taken out after 10:00 P.M.

7. No horses/ponies will be allowed at the wash racks on the north end of the fairgrounds. All livestock will be washed and fed in designated areas only.

8. Any horse/pony NOT showing in Open Class on the last Friday or Saturday of Fair, must leave the grounds by 9:00 A.M Wednesday. If a member wishes to stay for the Open Show, stalls must be reserved and paid for in advance through the Open Show Superintendent.

9. No 4-H horse/pony will be allowed to leave the fairgrounds on Tuesday, until all classes are completed. Exhibitors breaking this rule will forfeit all premiums, no exceptions.

10. Classes may be split or combined at the discretion of the Superintendent’s Committee. 
11. The exhibitor may enter any/all of the premium classes offered for their breed/performance section. These premium classes may be chosen from Showmanship, English Pleasure, English Equitation, Hunt Seat Pleasure, Hunt Seat Equitation, Suitability for Dressage, Dressage Equitation, Western Pleasure and Western Horsemanship. 

12. Entries for the Grand and Reserve Champion Classes in each section will be the First, Second and Third place winners in appropriate classes. No advance entry required.

13. Entries for the Showmanship Medals Classes will be First, Second and Third place winners from all Showmanship classes. No advance entry required. First and Second place Medal winners qualify for Little International showmanship competition. If you cannot attend Little International, you must notify the Superintendent as soon as possible so the runner up may be sent in your place.

14. Entries for the Pleasure Medals Classes will be First, Second and Third place winners in each Pleasure class. Qualified exhibitors may enter both English and Western Pleasure Medals Classes. No advance entry required. (Novice and PEP exhibitors not eligible)

15. Entries for the Equitation and Horsemanship Medal Classes will be First, Second and Third place winners in each Equitation/Horsemanship class. Qualified exhibitors may enter both Equitation and Horsemanship Medal Classes. No advance entry required. (Novice and PEP exhibitors not eligible)

16. Fun Classes will be offered at the Fair. The classes will be chosen by the Horse Committee Adult-at-Large and Teen-at-Large board members. No pre-entry is required. Exhibitors must have boots on, and show up at the gate.

Performance Section Rules:

1. An exhibitor may choose as many classes as they are eligible for in the Performance Section. Please Note: Exhibitors may enter only one bareback class, one costume class and one dressage test. Exhibitors may enter either Baby Green Over Fences OR Working Hunter Over Fences.  Baby Green exhibitors may not enter any other jumping  class.
2.
Any new 4-H horse/pony/ rider combination at Fair or Achievement Days, who enters Gymkhana Section, Gymkhana Classes or Jumping Classes MUST participate in a clinic, sponsored by the Superintendent’s Committee. If a member signs up for any one of these classes and does not attend the clinic, participation at the Fair and Achievement Days in these classes will be DENIED. Gymkhana Section members will not be allowed to show in any classes in their section, however they may apply in writing for a section change that is appropriate for them. 
a. Any new horse/pony/ rider combination must attend the clinics.

b. If a member cannot attend the clinic for extenuating circumstances, they may request from the Superintendent to make up their absence by taking a lesson with their project horse, at their own expense, from the instructor of the clinic or an alternate instructor approved by the Superintendent. A letter from the instructor stating that such instruction has been given must be provided to the Superintendent before the member is allowed to ride in these classes at Achievement days or Fair. 

3.
All Gymkhana section exhibitors must enter and ride in at least three speed classes at Fair.  Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of placement and premiums for all classes entered.

4.
Speed class contestants may not run through the gate. Horse/pony may not be led into the arena; they must walk through the gate and after the gate has been closed, they may begin their run.

5.
Trail, Novice Trail, Jr. Horse Trail and English/Western Riding participants MUST qualify at    Achievement Days to be eligible for these classes at the fair. Riders placed in the top 15 qualify to ride in these classes at Fair.

6.
Dressage horse/pony rider combination that place First, Second or third in the same test for two years, must advance to the next more difficult test.

7.
Baby Green over Fences horse/pony/rider combination that place First through Third must advance to the Working Hunter over Fences Class. Ponies 52’’ and under may stay in Baby Green over Fences.

8.
Jumping Class participants will be allowed a 10 minute warm up and 1 practice jump only.

9.
Costume Class:

Class will consist of walking on the rail and lining up

Boots are not required in this class

No leading from ground, except PEP riders
No riding double

No carts allowed

Costume theme will be chosen by Horse Committee 

A short typed story (description of costume) must be turned in at vet check.

    10.
Trail Class



There will be a limit of 2 refusals per obstacle, before the rider must move to the 


next obstacle.

Novice Section Rules:

1. The Novice Rider Section will offer:

First Year Rider – Horse

First Year Rider – Pony

Second Year and Over Rider – Horse/Pony

First Year Riders classes are open to any 1st year rider (current season; must be

exhibitor’s first showing season in open, breed, or 4-H shows). 

Second Year and Over Rider classes are open to members ages 9 and up, who are not ready for

walk, trot, canter classes. Once the rider has moved up to walk, trot, canter sections, they MAY NOT return to the Novice Section unless for safety reasons, a written request from the exhibitors parents and leader is approved by the Superintendent’s committee.  All requests shall be submitted before the commencement of Achievement Day 1 events. In the event of extenuating circumstances the superintendent may grant exception to the submittal deadline at his or her discretion.
2. Novice participants will be eligible for Showmanship Medals class only.

3. Novice participants are not eligible for any non-novice classes except costume class.

4. Intro Dressage and Novice Trail classes are for walk trot novice exhibitors only. Jr. Horse

may enter Intro Dressage class.Pony Section Rules:

1. All ponies will be measured at the Mandatory Pony Measuring Clinic. A pony age 5 or under must be re-measured every year until the pony reaches the age 6.

Grade Section Rules:

1. No registered horses may show in the Grade Section unless there is no section available for that breed. Horses of obvious breed characteristics are encouraged to show in their breed type section and do not need to be registered.

2. Registered horses must show in their respective breed section with the exception of English Sport Horse/Pony or Gymkhana Horse/Pony Sections, Novice Rider, Jr. Horse or PEP.
4H Longe Line

1. These classes are for all types, and horses may be shown Western or English. It shall be the decision of the show committee to combine or split this class into Western and English or split by types.

2. Equipment – Horses are to be shown in a halter, regular or show type, and suitable in which to be longed. The only attachment allowed to the halter is the longe line, which may not exceed 30 feet in length, with a chain or snap attached to the halter. If a longe line with a chain is used, the chain may NOT be placed over the nose, under the chin, or through the horse’s mouth. The longe line must hang free from the halter without touching any part of the horse. It is permissible to use a longe whip.

3. Judging


a. Judges will be outside of the longeing circle. The exhibitor will be allowed one and a half minutes to present their horse. It is suggested, but not mandatory, that the horse walk, jog/trot, and lope/canter in each direction. The exhibitor may begin work in the direction (counter or clockwise) of their choice. At the end of one and a half minutes, the whistle will be blown and the exhibitor and horse will retire from the longeing area. All horses are to remain in the arena after they have been judged and should stand quietly while other horses are being judged. 


b. The horses are judged 70% on their movement and 30% on conformation. Judges should judge the movement of the horse on ability to become a pleasure horse. If a horse’s chin or nose area shows any sign of broken skin, rawness, or bleeding, the horse shall be eliminated from the class. If the horse plays on the longe line, it shall not be counted against the horse. The horse should be judged as though a pleasure prospect playing in a field. The judge may penalize a horse for excessive bucking or running off, or displaying attitude uncomplimentary to pleasure horses, such as ear-pinning and tail-wringing.


c. After the longeing competition is completed, the horses shall line up halter fashion and prepare for conformation judging. It is permissible to change lead and Halter for the conformation judging. The judges may not discriminate for or against bulk, but rather look for a total picture emphasizing balance and athletic capabilities.

4. Exhibitor


a. Proper Western or English halter class attire is mandatory, and must be consistent with whether the horse is being shown as a Western or English pleasure prospect.

Little International:

This competition is held every year on the last Friday of Fair. The First and Second place winners in the Showmanship Medals class from horse, dairy, beef, swine, goats and sheep divisions compete. There are three age divisions ; Senior (age 15-19), Intermediate (ages 12-14) and Juniors (ages 11 and under). Exhibitors demonstrate their showmanship skills with an animal from each project area. The top score from each age division will become the Little International winners.

Horseless Horse Lovers Project:

If you do not own or show a horse, then you qualify for this section. The project is based on general information, anatomy and physiology, grooming, health, management, safety, tack and equipment of the horse. 

Rules:

1. Exhibitors must accompany their project to be eligible for Best of Show.

2. Essays must be turned in at the 4-H office prior to Fair, to allow time for the judge to review them before the interview.

3. No more than one entry per category, however you may enter as many categories as you like.

4. There will be a Judge’s Choice Award.

5. There will be a small gift given with each “A” ribbon awarded.

Horse Lovers Project:

If you own or show a horse, then you qualify for this section. The project is based on general information, anatomy and physiology, grooming, health, management, safety, tack and equipment of the horse or record keeping. 

Rules:

1. Exhibitors must accompany their project to be eligible for Best of Show.

2. Essays must be turned in at the 4-H office prior to fair, to allow time for the judge to review them before the interview.

3. No more than one entry per category, however you may enter as many categories as you like.

4. There will be a Judge’s Choice Award.

5. There will be a small gift given with each “A” ribbon awarded.

4-H Horse Committee Activities
Ingham County Paul Wolters 4H Horse Camp:

This three day camp was dedicated to the memory of Paul Wolters for his outstanding service to the 4-H members of Ingham County. The camp takes place at the Ingham County Fair grounds and consists of two days of clinics and riding sessions. The final day of camp is a practice “horse show” where participants apply what they have learned at camp. 

Participants must be current members of Ingham County 4-H Horse Program, 9-19 years of age by January 1 of current year. Participants provide their own horse, tack and supplies and are required to care for their own horse during the three day stay at camp. Horses must remain on fair grounds for the entire duration of camp, however campers are not allowed to spend the night. Camp staff will be on the grounds to monitor the horses at night.

Participants must choose one discipline and instruction level for the entire camp. Riding instruction is offered for various levels of skill beginning with walk-trot through advanced. Disciplines offered are Hunt Seat, Western, Gymkhana and Dressage. Clinic sessions offer demonstrations and information on horse care, horse behavior, training techniques and various other horse related topics. All 4-H rules apply at camp along with additional rules and guidelines listed in registration packet.

This is a great opportunity for 4-H horse members to become more familiar and comfortable with their 4-H project. For more information contact the 4-H office 517-676-7296.

Ingham County 4-H Leader Show:

This is an open horse show organized by Horse Committee and 4-H Horse Clubs. The purpose of this show is to raise funds to further the horse program for Ingham County members. All clubs are expected to raise money through sponsorships for this show (donations are eligible for tax deductions under IRS Code 501 (c)(3)). Any 4-H member turning in sponsorships over $100 receives a free stall at the show, and over $250 receives a free stall and entry fees for Leader Show. All clubs are expected to work assigned jobs as part of their contribution to the show. Contact person is the current Chairperson of Horse Committee.

Tack Sale:

This annual event allows an opportunity for 4-H members to sell and purchase show attire, tack and other horse related items. Booths and tables can be reserved by a 4-H club at a discounted fee. Professional vendors may also reserve booths and tables for a fee. Booths and tables may not be left unattended and are the responsibility of the group reserving the space. Contact person reports at Horse Committee. 

Banquets:

In the fall or winter a recognition and award celebration for 4-H horse clubs is organized through Horse Committee to honor our 4-H Horse Project members and volunteers. Hosting responsibilities rotate through clubs volunteering to coordinate and organize this event (booklet guide available). The format is a pot luck and each club is asked to donate door prizes. Certificates, awards and recognition are given to members and leaders. 

An annual recognition event open to all Ingham County 4-H members, is sponsored by 4-H Council every October. Members receive County Medals, State Award Nominations, Club Community Service Award, Leader of the Year Award, Friend of 4-H, etc.

4-H Horse Committee Projects

Horse Judging Team:

The 4-H horse judging program teaches youth, ages 9 and up, how to evaluate the confirmation and movement of horses of various breeds. Members learn how to judge the horse as close to the given breed or class standard as possible. Competition class types usually consist of halter, pleasure and equitation/horsemanship, western riding and reining. Members place classes and defend their placings in a structured format called “oral reasons”.

Members are not required to own a horse. There are no membership fees for this project, however members and their families are responsible for travel expenses. Participants are expected to attend scheduled meetings, including periodic farm visits. Members must understand that this is a team event and requires time commitment to the project.

The team competes in the spring at the 4-H Horse Jamboree, held at MSU. Top placing senior teams at Jamboree have the opportunity to go on and compete at a national horse judging competition. For more information contact Horse Committee.

Proud Equestrian Program (PEP):

Therapeutic horseback riding programs are available to members with special needs including physical, developmental, emotional or multiple disabilities. With the help of certified instructors, youth or adults challenged by disabilities can discover their abilities! Horseback riding helps improve balance, coordination, posture and muscle tone. It also increases self-esteem, self-confidence, discipline and social growth.

Michigan 4-H Standardbred Project:

This is a state-level 4-H horse project involving an application and selection process. 4-H members that are selected for this project must enter into a contract and lease the foal for one dollar. The project will include obtaining a Standardbred foal in the fall (provided by the Michigan Standardbred Breeders Association), raising the foal, preparing the foal for sale and auctioning off the foal at a recognized Michigan Standardbred sale the following fall. Two thirds of the profit from the sale of the animal will be the breeder’s, and the remaining third will be pooled with the profits earned from other 4-H project animals. The pooled profits will then be divided among all 4-H participants according to a formula which considers all aspects of the project. All 4-H’ers entering the project must agree to sell the project animal at the designated sale. 4-H members are expected to be at the sale to present their own animal in the sale ring. There are several meetings and educational activities throughout the year.

Eligibility Requirements:

1. 4-H project member, age 13-18, current calendar year.

2. Must have parental/guardian approval and support. 

3. Letter of recommendation from 4-H project leader.

4. Letter of recommendation from 4-H staff person.

5. Must pass pre-project inspection providing adequate stabling, feeding and grazing facilities.

6. Applicants are expected to have horse experience, basic horse knowledge and adult assistance.

Specific information and applications are available at the 4-H office in February. Deadlines for submission of applications is mid-April. Selection of project participants is completed by the State 4-H equine specialists selection committee. Applicants are notified of the decision in September.

Home Schooled 4H Horse Project:

Mission Statement – To provide Ingham County 4H horse members guidance for the development and improvement of their training skills through seminars, hands-on clinics, practice meetings, etc. and an arena to exhibit their home schooled horse project.

Any 4H Horse Member – (ages 9-19) are eligible for HSHP. This project is separate from the exhibitor’s regular 4H riding project and is not to take the place of the regular horse project.

Any Equine is Eligible – for this project that HAS NOT been trained under saddle, or trained by a professional trainer in any way. Our goal is to teach the exhibitor how to do it themselves. Having professional HELP is definitely encouraged. Learning different techniques is great.

Project enrollment is from November to November. Exhibitor must be enrolled in the HSHP by December 31. By extenuating circumstances late enrollment is allowed, (surprise babies, etc.) The project can be in utero at the time of enrollment.
HSHP is divided into two parts; Part I: THE JOURNAL

       Part II: THE EQUINE PROJECT

PART 1: THE JOURNAL


The journal is the record keeping part of the project and must contain, but not limited to the following information: Breed Report, Mare and Stallion Breeding Information – if applicable, Growth, Farrier, Veterinary and Health Charts, Feeding Expenses and Chart, Training Record and a Daily Log. A bibliography of periodicals, videos, professional help, clinics, seminars and consultants finish the journal. The journal may include photos of the equine and copies of the important documents, Coggins, registration papers, etc. Include other items to personalize the journal. The journal starts at enrollment and ends no earlier than July 20. It is judged at Fair.

PART II: THE EQUINE PROJECT


The equine project will be presented at the HSHP member show at the Ingham County Fairgrounds to show what they have learned and were able to teach their project and how their project responds to them.


Showtime attire MUSTS: boots, safety helmets, clean pants, jeans, belt and clean T-shirt. Club T-shirts if available. OPTIONAL attire: gloves, jewelry, etc. Show attire for equine: clean, neat and well fitted halter and lead (nylon or leather) and any other items needed: lunge line, lunge whip, leg protection, bridle and saddle, etc. Show appearance of exhibitor and equine must be clean, neat and appropriate.

HSHP offers the following equine categories:

A. Weanling
B. Yearling
C. 2 year olds
   D. 3 year olds and older

In each category HSHP offers different classes.

IN-HAND SCHOOLING/SHOWMANSHIP CLASS


Showmanship is the overall presentation of the equine’s willingness, quietness, obedience, behavior and attitude. The overall complete picture of teamwork. Conformation is not to be considered.

Each category will be judged 50% on Journal and 50% on the following criteria.

1. Weanling criteria:

a. lead at a walk and set up for judge’s inspection

b. pick up at least one hoof

c. grooming

d. manners

e. knowledge of breed

2.
Yearling criteria:

f. leading at walk and trot and set up for judge’s inspection

g. pick up any equine’s hooves

h. grooming

i. manners

j. knowledge of breed

k. back 3-5 steps

 3.      2 Year olds criteria:

l. a through e of above category

m. simple showmanship pattern

n. back five steps

             4.     3 Year old and older criteria:

a. a through f of above category

b. back five to seven steps

IN-HAND TRAIL CLASS

The trail class is to be “in-hand” (led through). To be judged on the cooperation of the equine and the team work to navigate the obstacles and willingness to listen and try each obstacle.


Trail obstacles will be in proportion to the equine’s age. Here is a list of POSSIBLE obstacles to encountered at the HSHP show. You could be asked to walk or trot….

Caveletti

Over Bridge
Between Cones


Open / Close Mailbox

Carry a Bucket

Over Tarp
Rub Blanket Over Equine

Ground Tie/Walk Around 

Go Through Gate

Drag a Sack
Trot with Handler

Go Around Strange Object

Side Pass

Turn Sm. Circle
Pick up Hoof


Navigate Flashing Lights

LUNGE LINE CLASS

Judge will be looking for the equine to work quietly and willingly on a lunge line. A whip can be carried, but cannot come in contact with or spook the equine. The exhibitor must remain in control and show positive use of the lunge line exercise.

GROUND DRIVING CLASS

Judge will be looking for the equine to work quietly and willingly in a halter or snaffle bit. Exhibitor will follow behind equine, driving from the ground. Exhibitor will need to have control of equine. Walking and trotting to be exhibited in both directions, turning easily around a circle or objects showing bending, acceptance of reins and bit.


A surcingle or saddle should be used

Yearling Category: Use a surcingle and halter to ground drive a simple figure 8 and stopping.

2 year old Category: Use a surcingle and bridle with snaffle bit to drive in a circle in both directions, stopping and backing 2 to 3 steps.

3 year old & older Category: Use a surcingle, or saddle and bridle with a snaffle bit to drive in a circle in each direction, showing smaller turns, stopping, backing 4 to 7 steps and drive a small obstacle course.

WALK TROT CLASS

Judge will be looking for the last step in our program. Riding the equine at a walk and trot both ways of the arena and backing 2 to 4 steps. Equine should be calm, relaxed and listening to the rider. Equine should turn, stop, etc. for the rider. English or western is permitted.


3 Year old & older Category: Rider and equine must meet HSHP requirements prior to HSHP show.

If you are interested in joining this project, or have any questions, please contact:

Teresa Connor 
(517) 628-2903 or

Charleen Ostrom
(517) 541-1282

Drill Team:

The Ingham County 4-H Drill team is a group of youth 4-H members who ride to music doing pattern work. Anyone may join! No one will be turned away. We will work with each riding ability. The drills range from walk/trot to hand gallops. We can do 2-rider drills (Dressage for example) up to a group of 10. Practice is in addition to regular club ride meets.

Awards and Special Recognition
Several awards are available at the club, county and state levels. These awards are presented at either the 4-H Horse Committee awards banquet or 4-H Council awards banquet.

CLUB LEVEL


Club All Star – Each fall clubs are asked to recognize one representative at the 

4-H Council Awards Banquet. Criteria for selection is left to the club (most improved, best attitude, attendance, etc.). Recipient names are due at the 4-H office by the Tuesday following Labor Day. Recipients will be receive a special All Star certificate and pin at the 4-H Council Awards Banquet. 

COUNTY LEVEL

County Medal – Up to four medals are awarded each year by the County Awards Committee for outstanding work in a project area. Members, ages 13 and up, submit the “project summary” application to the 4-H office by the 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October.  Recipients are given a certificate and pin at the 4-H Council Awards Banquet. Members are eligible to receive only one medal in a specific project during their 4-H career.

Outstanding Horse Member Award – Horse Committee sponsors a $50.00 U.S. Savings Bond and a gift to the top scoring horse project member in each of five categories; first year in 4-H horse project, first year in 4-H horse project and two years and up for other projects, two–three years in 4-H horse project, four–six years in 4-H horse project and seven years and over in 4-H horse project. Members apply for the awards by completing the Outstanding Horse Member form and submitting it to 4-H office by 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October. Winners are announced and prizes awarded at the 4-H Horse Committee Awards Banquet.

Golden Feedbag Award – This award, sponsored by Horse Committee, is given to a group or individual who demonstrates “outstanding dedication to the Ingham County 4-H Horse Program”. Nominations are accepted through September at the 4-H office and leaders will receive ballots in the mail. Marked ballots are due at the October Horse Committee (one vote per club). Recipient is presented with a plaque at the Horse Committee Banquet, and permanent plaque is displayed in the 4-H office. 

Jr. Golden Feedbag Award – This award is for Ingham County 4-H horse members ages 13-19. This award is for members who demonstrate outstanding service to the 4-H horse program. The member is nominated in 100 words or less, which is then given to the 4-H office. There will be a ballot vote (one vote per horse club) just like the Golden Feedbag Award. A small plaque will be sponsored each year for the member and a large plaque for display at the 4-H office with yearly brass updates.

Head and Heart Award – This is the highest county-level honor given by 4-H Council. Member must be at least 15 years old in the year they are applying, a 4-H member for at least 3 years, have participated in at least 2 project areas and have a recommendation from their leader. Applications are due in the 4-H office by 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October. The application is scored based on a point system on overall 4-H participation in project work, fair entries, presentations for outside groups on 4-H related activities, local, county, regional, state and national events. Up to four members per year can be honored with the Head and Heart Award. A member may win only one time in their 4-H career. A special certificate and $50.00 U.S. Savings Bond are presented to the recipients at the    4-H Council Awards Banquet.

Friend of 4-H Award – Recognition is given for dedication to 4-H by a person, a group of people or a business. Nominations are due in the 4-H office by 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October. 4-H Council makes the selection and a plaque is awarded at the 4-H Council banquet.

Leader of Year – This award is for a 4-H leader who has given outstanding dedication to the 4-H program. Nominations for this recognition are due in the 4-H office by 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October. The recipient, chosen by 4-H Council, will receive a plaque at the 4-H Council Award Banquet. A permanent plaque is on display at the 4-H office.

Club Community Service – Clubs submit an application and poster documenting community service projects to the 4-H office by 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October. The awards committee determines the placings and awards are given at the 4-H Council Awards Banquet. (First place - $50.00, second place - $25.00, third place - $15.00)

I Dare you Award – This award is given to 4-H members ages 14 and older. Applicants must submit a 500 word essay on “To Me, the Power of 4-H Is…”. Essays are evaluated by the Awards Committee. Winners will receive a $50.00 U.S. Savings Bond and inspirational book. Essays are due in the 4-H office by 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October.

“Mark of Excellence” Award – This award is given to 4-H members ages 12 and 13. Applicants must submit a 500 word essay on “To Me, the Power of 4-H Is…”. Essays are evaluated by the Awards Committee and up to two members will be selected to receive a partial scholarship to attend Exploration Days where they  will receive state-level recognition. Essays are due in the 4-H office by the mid February.

Outstanding Teen Leader Award – The Outstanding Teen Leader Award was created in 2002 by Ingham County 4-H Council to recognize teens who have contributed through the club or county wide project areas. Nominees must develop an essay on why they should be selected and how they are a role model for younger members. They receive a certificate at the Awards banquet in October. Essays are due 5:00 p.m. the first Monday in October. 

4-H Ambassadors – The Awards Committee and the 4-H staff invite you to apply for the 4-H Ambassador Program! This group of outstanding members commits themselves to teamwork, citizenship and leadership as they work together for a year, representing the 

4-H program through activities that the Ambassadors choose to participate in.

STATE LEVEL

State Award nomination – Members who would like to be considered for nomination to the State 4-H Award process, must submit the “project summary form” to the County Awards Committee by the Tuesday following Labor Day. Members are not required to have received a county medal to qualify, but earning county medals supports the member’s application for consideration at the State level. Successful applicants are notified and recognized at the 4-H Council County Awards Banquet and in December they will receive the State 4-H Award Portfolio packet with information and forms which must be submitted by March 1. These portfolios are then evaluated by a regional committee, and approved nominees continue in the State Award process by revising their portfolios and participating in interviews and special workshops at Exploration Days in June at MSU. All finalists are honored in June at a formal presentation on the Great Stage at Wharton Center, and the state winners are announced.

FAIR AWARDS
Barn Award – Clubs choosing to participate, may enter the barn award competition. This award is based on daily scores relating to interaction with people at the barn, team work and cleanliness. The club receiving the highest daily score earns the daily ribbon. The club receiving overall combined highest score from all four days at Fair, will be awarded a certificate and traveling trophy, which they will receive at the 4-H Horse Committee Banquet. Judging Guidelines are based on 1.) General Appearance: Walkway raked/swept and kept free of clutter, neat and organized, Sign displaying name of club, 2.) Care of animals: stalls cleaned, buckets & haybags tied chest height (of equine occupant), empty grain buckets removed by 9 a.m. (unless contains salt block), all water buckets MUST be upright and at least ½ full of water. 3.) Equipment: Neat & orderly tack, feed, and other Equine free stalls, bridles & halters not left hanging on stalls (unless part of decoration), uniformity of buckets throughout the club ( all hung or all on the floor). 4.) Conduct of 4-H Club members: Members are polite, respectful and helpful to the adults and members in the area.

Flamingo Award – This sponsored award was created in the memory of Brenda Curtis and is given to the 4-H member who displays the best attitude and grace under pressure during the gymkhana speed classes. The judge will decide who the recipient will be. This award will be presented at the end of the show. 

Chase Showmanship Sweepstakes (ended 2009) – This was a post-secondary education scholarship for showmanship competition winners at the Fair in the Showmanship Medals Classes sponsored by the Chase Family, Dick, Casey and Jean from 2000-2009. There were two sweepstake winners in each age division; Senior, Intermediate and Junior. In each division, the first place winner will receive a $300 scholarship award. A $200 scholarship award will be presented to a winner, either 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th place, determined by a drawing held before the medals classes begin. One place number (either 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th ) was blindly drawn for each of the three age divisions. As Winners register for post secondary education they may contact the Extension office for information to collect their scholarship award.

Chase Showmanship P.E.P Award (ended 2009)
A special award was given to the Grand Champion Showman in the P.E.P. Showmanship Class. A certificate and $300.00 to be used for skill improvement was awarded. This award ended in 2009. Sponsored by the Chase Family: Dick, Casey and Jean.

Amanda Awalt Memorial Scholarship – This scholarship is sponsored by the Awalt Family. Amanda Awalt showed horses in 4-H for ten years. In those ten years she rode six different horses. Her goals were not set on winning, but to improve both her skills and the skills of the horses she rode. Through her years in 4-H, Amanda exhibited a deep love of horses along with patience and a positive attitude. Tragically in October of 2000, Amanda died at the age of 20, while riding her horse Rocky. Amanda was to graduate in 

December with a degree in Equine Management from MSU.  Eligibility criteria: Member must be a high school senior or college freshman and be 18 or 19 by January 1 of the year the member is applying, must have been or currently is active in showing horses in Ingham County 4-H and must attend or plan to attend a college university or trade school after high school. Applications for this scholarship will be mailed by the 4-H office to all 4-H members eligible. Applications are submitted to the 4-H office. The winner of this scholarship is determined by a committee made up of friends and family of Amanda and 4-H representatives. The winner is announced after the senior ceremony during Fair.
Senior Ceremony – The graduating seniors are honored at Fair in a riding ceremony led by the Ingham County Mounted Division, on Sunday just after lunch in the 4-H south arena. The high school graduates write a short story sharing their 4-H career and goals for their future. This story must be typed and submitted at vet check and will be read during the ceremony. 

CONTESTS

Animal Science Communication Contest – Objectives are to allow youth to share ideas and demonstrate their skills and knowledge about topics and issues that interest them. To provide opportunities for youth to practice and strengthen their communication skills, help youth gain self-confidence, persuasiveness and ability to convey ideas, concepts and information and to recognize youth who excel in communication skills. Open to 4-H members between the ages of 9-19. This contest is held at MSU in March, with a January deadline for entries. Categories include Photography, Poster, Public Speaking, Demonstrations, Media Promotion, Trail Ride Patch Design and State Horse Show 

T-Shirt Design. Horse Committee will reimburse entry fees for entries that are shown. 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Earl Threadgould Scholarship – When Earl Threadgould retired as the 4-H Youth Program Coordinator for Ingham County, he asked that any money that was contributed for a gift to him be turned into a scholarship fund. This request was structured by the Awards Committee into a $350.00 scholarship to be given to a graduating senior who has been accepted for full time study at an accredited post-secondary college or other school, based on their evaluation of the application. The applicant must submit an application and essay on “How 4-H has contributed to my growth and development” along with a letter of recommendation from the leader. Due in September.

MSU Scholarship – Annually MSU offers six scholarships to Michigan residents who participated in 4-H and are applying to MSU as freshman for a four year degree program. Must be a High School Senior. Application due February 1.

Michigan Farm and Garden 4-H Scholarship – This scholarship offers assistance to any college student freshman, sophomore, junior or senior majoring in Horticulture, Conservation, Agriculture or Home Economics. Due May 9.

Michigan Rabbit 4-H Scholarship – For youth who have participated in 4-H rabbit projects. This is a scholarship offered for pursuit of study in any field. Due in December.
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Guideline

SUBJECT: Ingham County Fair Camping (Horse Project)

EFFECTIVE DATE: 4-10-02 amended 11-17-06

GUIDELINE:

· Only one vehicle per camp site. Vehicles parked in camping area must visibly display parking pass.

· Camper unit must visibly display camping pass.

· No dogs allowed on the Fairgrounds. The exception being Leader Dogs, Show Dogs and K-9 Dogs.

· No alcoholic beverages to be consumed on grounds or in buildings/campers.

· No 4-H or FFA Members will be allowed to stay in barn, trucks, trailers, campers or tents unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

· Horses may be tied to trailers in camping area for tacking only, and not left unattended. Manure must be cleaned up and not put in trash cans.

· With special (medical) permission ATV’s and Golf carts may be allowed on the fairgrounds and in camping area, but must be driven slowly and safely. If this is not observed, the ATV or golf cart may be removed from the fair grounds.

· Camping assignments are the responsibility of the Horse Committee Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.

· Camping assignments will be according to Club.

· Camping area will be divided into 5 areas, and each club assignment will rotate each year to a different area. (Larger clubs may occupy more than one area)

· Camping sites may be reserved for: Motor Home, Camper trailer/Pop-Up, Horse trailer with living quarters, Fifth-wheel camper, Tent, Club Awning/Tent, Horse Trailer.

· First priority for camping sites will be given to: Motor Home, Camper                                                            trailer/Pop-Up, Horse trailer/living quarters, Fifth-wheel camper, Tent.

· Second priority for sites will be given to: Horse trailers.

· Third priority for sites will be given for: Club Awning/Tent.

· Ingham County Fair Camping Form must be completed for each site request and turned in to Horse Committee, by the Club leader at Fair sign up. One check for all camp site request per club must be payable to: Ingham County Horse Committee.

· Arena lights out at 11:00 p.m.
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SUBJECT: 4-H Clubs in Good Standing






EFFECTIVE DATE: 4-10-02
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

PURPOSE: 


The Ingham County 4-H Horse Committee provides leadership and service to Ingham County 4-H members and leaders during the fair and throughout the 4-H year. Many of the activities that the Horse Committee organizes throughout the year are dependant on the volunteer work of the 4-H members and club leaders. The success of these activities is directly related to the quality and amount of program support that the Horse Committee can offer to the 4-H members.

GUIDELINE:


Definition:

A 4-H club is considered in “Good Standing” with the Horse Committee if the following criterion is met during the 4-H year (October 1 - September 30):


1.
A representative from the club attends a minimum of 6 Horse Committee meetings per 4-H year.



2.
A club must work their scheduled volunteer assignments at Achievement Days, Leader Show, and Fair. Exception would be if they notify the person in charge of any difficulty prior to the day of assignment and they are excused in advance by person in charge.


Notification:

If a 4-H club is not in “Good Standing,” the leader and each individual member of the club will be notified of their status by letter.

Horse Committee will also be notified of clubs not in “Good Standing” at the next scheduled Horse Committee meeting under New Business.

Consequence:

Any member of a club that is not in “Good Standing” has the following consequences for the 4-H year:
1.
Not eligible for State Show Delegate reimbursement.

2.
Not eligible for any financial reimbursement from Horse Committee.

3.
The club will be low priority for camping and barn assignment.

Calendar of Events

JANUARY


*Ingham County Horse Committee Awards Banquet

*Entries deadline for Animal Science Communication Contest.
FEBRUARY


*MSU Scholarship application due by the 1st.


*Mark of Excellence Award Essays are due by mid Feb.


*Tack Sale


*Applications available for Michigan 4-H Standardbred Project

MARCH


*State Award Portfolio due (must submit by March 1st )

*4-H/AHAM Horse Clinic
*Animal Science Communication Contest held at MSU

*Exhibitor Registration and Achievement Days forms available

*Jamboree entries due
APRIL


*Deadline to submit Michigan 4-H Standardbred Project application


*4-H Horse Jamboree
MAY


*New 4-H Member Registration with a 4-H club by May 1st 
*Exhibitor Registration form due by May 1st (With current year negative coggins test


  and 3 pictures front, left side, right side)

*Michigan Farm and Garden 4-H Scholarship application due May 9th 


*Pony Measuring Clinic

JUNE


*Fair and Achievement Days entry forms due at Horse Committee meeting


*Ingham County Paul Wolters 4-H Horse Camp

*State Show Test

*Gymkhana and Jumping Clinics


*Achievement Day I


*Exploration Days


*Michigan State 4-H Trail Ride

JULY


*Achievement Day II


*Ingham County 4-H Leader Show


*Ingham County Fair


*Horse change requests deadline Thursday prior to Fair

AUGUST


*Ingham County Fair continues


*State 4-H Horse Show

SEPTEMBER

*Nominations are due for Golden Feedbag Award and Jr Golden Feedbag Award

*Earl Threadgould Scholarship application, essay and letter of recommendation due

*Michigan 4-H Standardbred Project applicants are notified of selection

*Horse Committee Officer Nominations
OCTOBER


* First Monday the following applications are due; Club All Star, County Medal, 
Outstanding Horse Member Award, Leader of the Year award, State Award Nomination, 
Head and Heart Award, Friend of 4-H, Club Community Service, I Dare You Award, 
Outstanding Teen Leader Award.


*Election of Horse Committee officers

*Marked ballots for Golden Feedbag and Jr Golden Feedbag are due at Horse Committee meeting.


*4-H Council Banquet

NOVEMBER


*Sign up for Hippology deadline Nov 1st

*4-H Horse Leader /Teen Leader Workshop (Kettunen)
DECEMBER


*Horse Committee Year End Report due


*Any returning 4-H member must be registered with a 4-H club by Dec 1st

*Home School 4-H Horse Project enrollment by Dec 31st

*Application for Michigan Rabbit 4-H Scholarship due

Resources Available

Books available from the 4-H Office


4-H Horse & Pony Project Show Rules and Regulations


Horse Science


Horses & Horsemanship


Horse & Pony Project Record Book


Officer Guideline books 

Ingham County Library

Contact your local library for information on horse related books and literature available.

Video Tapes available from MSU

Contact 4-H office (676-7296) to reserve a date at least one week in advance.


Websites

MSU Extension –

 www.msue.msu.edu/home
Communication Day Contest – www.msue.msu.edu/cyf.youth.commday.html
County 4-H –

www.ingham.org/ce/4H.html
Kettenum Center –

 www.msue.msu.edu/msue/ctyentpg/ketctr.html
MSU Extension Youth Horse Programs

www.msue.msu.edu/horsekids
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4-H Pledge





I PLEDGE


My HEAD


To clearer 


thinking,


My HEART


To greater loyalty,


My HANDS


To larger service,


My HEALTH


To better living,


For my club, my 


community, 


My country,


And my world.
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