

Involvement in 4-H can help kids EXPLORE new ideas, EXPERIENCE a variety of new opportunities and friendships, and build skills designed to help them ACHIEVE.

4-H is forever growing, learning, caring, and exploring…the possibilities are endless!  4-H is continually giving youth opportunities to learn, grow and apply knowledge to “Make the Best Better.”

What is 4-H Shooting Sports?
The focus of the Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Program, like the many other project areas of 4-H, is youth development. The program gives young people the opportunity to develop a variety of important life skills. Skills like concentration, decision-making, teamwork and leadership.  Youth and families involved in 4-H shooting sports will learn the safe, responsible use of firearms and archery equipment, develop an increased awareness of conservation and be introduced to a source of lifelong recreation.

State wide shooting sports has been one of the fastest growing 4-H project areas. Participation in the program has doubled since 2002.  To manage this growth and create continuity between county 4-H shooting sports programs across the state, the Michigan State 4-H Shooting Sports Program Committee has developed a state wide risk management plan.  The policies and procedures contained in this risk management plan are applicable to all county 4-H shooting sports programs operating in Michigan.  The key to this plan is the Michigan State 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Policy.


The Michigan State 4-H Shooting Sports Program Committee has adopted the policy that all Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports programs must be conducted under the direct supervision of a 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor. The Instructor must be certified in the shooting discipline being presented.  While non-certified 4-H leaders and volunteers may be utilized as helpers at 4-H shooting sports events, they must be under the direct supervision of a 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor.  Instructor certification training may be obtained by attending a state or regionally hosted 4-H shooting sports instructor workshop.
The National 4-H Shooting Sports Curriculum has been adopted as the core curriculum to be used by Michigan State    4-H Shooting Sports Instructors.  All youth participating in a Michigan State 4-H sponsored shooting sports program will be trained in accordance with this curriculum.  Certified instructors may supplement this curriculum with training materials available from other nationally recognized shooting sports organizations. (i.e. NRA, USA Shooting & NAA, etc.) 
The objectives of this certification policy are:

· To ensure that safety and youth development remain the focus of the MSU 4-H Shooting Sports program.
· To ensure that every youth participating in a 4-H Shooting Sports Program is being trained by a qualified instructor.
· To ensure that all 4-H Shooting Sports Instructors understand and support the concepts, procedures and curriculum which form the basis of the MSU 4-H Shooting Sports Program. 
More on the certification policy may be found at http://web1.msue.msu.edu/cyf/youth/shotisp.html. 
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For the safety of all who participate in the Ingham County 4-H shooting sports program and to ensure that the instructors, leaders and volunteers working with the program, are covered by the liability protection provided through MSU Extension, compliance with the Michigan 4-H shooting sports risk management plan is required.
The Ingham County 4-H Shooting Sports Committee has been formed, to ensure compliance with the Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports risk management plan and to provide guidance for the Ingham County 4-H shooting sports program.

Members of this committee include a Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Archery & Firearm Superintendents, two representatives from each shooting discipline; archery, rifle, shotgun and muzzleloader and three 4-H youth representatives. 
Committee members are dedicated persons willing to volunteer their time and talents to the youth and families who participate in 4-H shooting sports programs across the county. 
Person(s) interested in being a part of the committee may contact staff responsible for 

4-H shooting sports at the Extension Office; 676-7207.
For more information see Committee By-Laws included in this information packet.




Success of the program requires that all participants understand the roles and training requirements for all shooting sports personnel.

Michigan 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Trainer: one who teaches the state 4H shooting sports instructor certification workshops, they have completed the state 4-H shooting sports trainer certification process and MSU Extension Volunteer Selection Process.

Ingham County 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor: one who has completed the state 4-H shooting sports instructor certification process, the MSU Extension Volunteer Selection process and is registered as a shooting sports instructor with the Ingham County Extension office.

Note: instructor certification is discipline specific; you must be certified in the discipline or disciplines you wish to teach. 

Adult instructors:  must be 21 years of age or older.  Junior Instructors must be 16-20 at the time of their certification. Junior instructors may teach 4-H youth only when a certified adult instructor is present.

Ingham County 4-H Shooting Sports Leader: one who has completed the volunteer selection process with Ingham County 4-H Youth Development Program. They work under the direct supervision of an Ingham County 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor.

Ingham County Volunteer Helper: Adult or teen (16 or older) that assists the certified instructor in implementing activities and helping to ensure safe practice.  They work under the direct supervision of an Ingham County 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor.



The Ingham County 4-H shooting sports program offers the following projects areas: 
Archery:
· Target Archery

· 3-D Archery

Rifle:
· BB gun & Air Rifle (.177 pellet)

· .22 cal Field Rifle & .22 cal Target Rifle

Shotgun:

· Trap & Skeet

Muzzle Loading:

· Traditional & Open
All projects are to be conducted under the direct supervision of an Ingham County 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor and in compliance with all Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Safety Policies and Procedures. 


The Ingham County 4-H Shooting Sports Program is open to all youth regardless of race, religion, color, gender, national origin, handicap or place of residence. In the interest of safety for the participant and others in the group, shooting sports instructors have the right to refuse any participant from shooting sports activities.
How do I join an Ingham County Shooting Sports program?

Decide what shooting sports project area/areas you wish to participate in.  Locate a local 4-H club with a certified shooting sports instructor in the project area/areas of interest.  Enroll in the club; pay club dues, MSU participation fee, shooting sports project fee, and complete / return the shooting sports release form to the Extension Office. 
Note:  You may be a member of more than one 4-H club. 
How do I locate a club with a certified shooting sports instructor? 

You may contact the Ingham County 4-H Extension office at 676-7207 and ask for clubs in Ingham County who offer shooting projects in the area you are interested.



4-H shooting sports clubs in Ingham County are open to youth ages 9-19.  4-H age is determined by the age of the youth on January 1 of the 4-H program year.  (i.e.  4-H year September 2008 – August 2009, 4-H age is determined by age on January 1, 2009.)


Some clubs may offer a Clover Bud shooting sport program. Clover Bud members, age 7-8, may participate in BB gun and basic archery training only. Participation is at the discretion of the Certified Instructor and the participant MUST be under direct adult supervision (one on one). Competitive programs are not available in the Clover Bud program.


MSU Extension Participation Fee:

$10/individual up to $30/family

No matter how many 4-H clubs you belong to, this fee is to be paid ONLY once each year. (i.e. if you are a member of three 4-H clubs you pay this fee only once; not to each club.)

Please be sure to let the enrollment personnel know the name of the club you paid the fee to.
A few scholarships are available to help families that need financial assistance, contact the 4-H Extension Office for details. 

Ingham County Shooting Sport Project Fee:

A shooting sports project fee of $10/individual or $20/family is to be paid to the Ingham County Shooting Sports Committee. This fee replaces the fair project fees that have previously been collected with the fair registration forms and are now to be paid by December 1st along with re-enrollment forms.
Additional Fees: 

Additional fees may be collected by the club in which you are a member of.  If you are a member of more than one club, there may be additional membership fees for each club. 


Shooting Practices:
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Certified shooting sports instructors in Ingham County are encouraged to hold regular practice sessions.  These sessions should be based on national shooting sports curriculum and conducted according to the Michigan State Shooting Sports Program Safety Practices & Polices.  Instructors must be familiar with the Ingham County Project Participation Form and provide ample opportunity for participants to fulfill the requirements contained on the forms.  These forms will be required for participation at county & state shoots. 

These sessions are to ensure the safety and development of everyone involved in the shooting sports program. 



Parents are asked to be actively involved in the instruction that takes place during practices so they are familiar with the safety procedures and equipment requirements of all 4-H shooting sports projects. 



CAUTION: SO NOT TO BE DISAPPOINTED, DO NOT PURCHASE NEW EQUIPMENT UNTIL YOU HAVE INVESTIGATED THE RULES & REGULATIONS FOR 4-H COUNTY AND STATE EVENTS.

You will want to invest in equipment that will serve you for a long time, meet 4-H regulations and not find yourself disappointed because the particular equipment you purchased does not meet the standards for 4-H events.  Certified instructors will be able to give you suggestions as to equipment that will best fit the participant’s needs.
TRANSPORTING EQUIPMENT: 

When transporting your own equipment to and from club practices or 4-H sponsored events, you MUST transport all equipment in a case.  Violation of this safety component may result in your son/daughter not being allowed to participate in 4-H shooting sport events.
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Each member is encouraged to keep an updated shooters log.  Include date, location, time and tips you’ve learned. This will help you journal your developmental progress.  Log sheets are available on line, from your certified shooting sports instructor and at the 4-H extension office.


Annual project participation forms (New Fall 2008) must be completed by individuals who wish to compete in a particular shooting sports project at the Ingham County Fair and State Shoots.  These forms are available through certified shooting sports instructors and must be completed under the instruction and supervision of a certified shooting sports instructor.  By signing this form the certified shooting sports instructor is verifying that the participant has completed the learning objectives for the project area.  


In order to participate at county and state shoots, participants must be enrolled in the Ingham County shooting sports program and have completed the Ingham County 4-H Shooting Sports Participation Project Form.  
Individual 4-H clubs may require the fulfillment of additional requirements. Example: Attending community meetings, community services, etc.
Volunteers are always needed to help run county and state shoots. People are needed to help set up, clean up, record keeping, range officers in all project areas, scorers and clerks. Person(s) interested in helping contact staff responsible for 4-H shooting sports at the Extension Office.
Ingham County Fair 4-H Shooting Sports Competition:
All shooting sport fair events are usually held during the two weeks before the actual fair date. To participate in the county fair you must:
· Sign up for county shooting projects through your community club by the deadline set by that particular club.

· Present completed and signed Project Participation Form to fair registrar when signing in on the day of fair event.

· It is the responsibility of the 4-H participant and their family to see that all requirements have been met and that the proper equipment is available for the project area you wish to enter.

State 4-H Shooting Sports Competition:
The State Shoot is usually held in August each year.  You MUST sign up to participate in this shoot prior to the deadline set by MSU Extension; usually mid-July. Notification of deadlines, fees, rules, location, etc. can be acquired through your project’s certified instructor or by contacting the Ingham County 4-H Extension office at 517-676-7296.
The State Shoot is held in various locations around the state from Lansing to Port Huron, to Escanaba, and locations in between. Here, participants from our county compete for individual and team awards with 4-H club participants from around the state.

Participants may enter 1 (one) team event and 1 (one) individual event.  When you are honored by winning gold in a particular project, you are not to enter that same project and class the following year.

In order to be eligible to participate in this annual competition, all participants MUST:

1. Registration, fees and copy of your Participation Project Form are all to be submitted to the 4-H Extension office by the deadline established by the MSU Extension.

2. Chaperons: must be 21 years old and participants of all ages must be chaperoned during this event.

3. Travel and lodging:  Maps and suggested lodging will be included in registration packet.
Refer to sections included in this packet concerning overnights, chaperons, lodging, drivers, transportation and what constitutes a 4-H activity.
4. T-Shirts:  It is encouraged that participants from Ingham County wear an Ingham County 4-H shooting sports      t-shirt so that they may be identified as participants from Ingham County.  They are available throughout the year at indoor practices held by Ingham Sharpshooters 4-H Club and at the county awards ceremony held during fair week. Or you may request one by emailing InghamSS4HClub@aol.com.
5. County Coordinator: Each county has a county coordinator, their responsibility is to obtain the county packet and notify participants of their relay times.  Be sure you know where to meet your county coordinator at the event to receive this pertinent information. This will usually be the evening before or early on the morning of event.

6. Arrive at your event with your equipment at least 30 minutes before your relay time.

National 4-H Shooting Sport Invitational:
The 4-H National Invitational allows you to take 4-H shooting sports to the highest level.  4-H participants compete individually and as a team against participants from other states in the nation. For information about National 4-H Shooting Competitions, contact Lisa and Bruce Sweet at 517-663-7206 or lsweet2152@aol.com.

Applications are usually due late fall and selection of teams are usually made in early spring.



Programs listed in this section are not 4-H programs; but are very beneficial in developing and enhancing a strong 4-H program.
NRA Qualifier Award Program:

4-H clubs in Ingham County are encouraged to participate in the National Rifle Association’s (NRA) Qualifier program.  In this program, your son/daughter has the opportunity to enhance his/her shooting skills using the BB gun, air rifle, .22 rifle and/or muzzle loader.  Individuals are not competing against other participants in this program.  They are challenging only themselves and in the process improving their marksmanship skills.  After completing each level in the program, participants may receive a patch and certificate.  As one advances in the program, medal awards are available as they mark their achievements.  Questions about this program may be directed to rifle members on the Ingham County Shooting Sports Committee.
Michigan Youth Hunter Education Challenge (MYHEC):
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MYHEC is an NRA team focused program for young sportsmen and women who have completed the Basic State Hunter Safety Course and desire to enhance their ethics, safety skills, talents, techniques and knowledge of hunting and shooting sports.
MYHEC is designed for youth wanting to enjoy outdoor activities and is the ultimate program in mastering the hunting and shooting skills in: Archery, Light Field Rifle (.22), Shotgun, Muzzleloading, Hunter Safety Exam, Hunter Safety Trail, Orienteering (map & compass), and Wildlife ID.

Competition is held at the state level, with opportunities to compete in surrounding states and travel to the International event each year.  Go to www.MYHEC.org for complete program information.


A 4-H club does not function without family involvement.  It is essential that parents/guardians attend community meetings, remain at practice sessions, and learn about the 4-H shooting sports program to be able to provide their son/daughter(s) with proper equipment and safety protection, all the while 
providing them the best opportunity to develop to their full potential.




Deer & Turkey Spectacular 

Ingham County Shooting Sports run an air rifle booth at the Deer & Turkey Spectacular held in February each year at the Lansing Center. Proceeds go to the Ingham County Shooting Sports Committee and helps cover the cost of 

fair medals.  Those who sign up to work a 2-3 hour shift will receive passes to enter the event free of charge.  Two to three adults and three 4-H shooting sport youth who are at least 12 years old are needed for each shift.  Shift sign up begins in October; if you are interested in being involved in this activity, email your interest to Ingham SS4HClub @aol.com. Title it Deer & Turkey Spectacular. 



INGHAM County Shooting Sports Committee
Chairman:  Tim Getter
Secretary:  Jennifer Griese
Treasurer:  Cris Bean
Superintendents:


Target & 3-D Archery:  Tim Getter


Firearms:  Bruce Sweet


Firearms Assistant:  Andrew Traciak

Discipline Representatives:


Shotgun:  



Bill O’Connor



Gary Bouts


Muzzle Loader:  



Bruce & Lisa Sweet


Rifle:  



Debi Pinkel 



Leslie Zenker


Archery:  



Paul Petersen



Terry Gibbs



Tim Getter


Youth Representatives:



Andrew Traciak



Nora Richmond



Clayton Peck

Shooting Sports Advisor:



Keith Hein



Ingham County 4-H Extension; 

  Phone:  517- 676-7207
  http://www.ingham org/ce/4h.html

MSU Extension – State 4-H Shooting Sports

  http://web1.msue.msu.edu/cyf/youth/shootisp.html
National 4-H Shooting Sports Program

  http://www.4-hshootingsports.org/




Drivers transporting youth on behalf of MSU and MSU Extension programming must be 21 years of age or older. 
Teens with a valid driver’s license may drive themselves to 4-H events with parental permission. However, they cannot transport others on behalf of MSU Extension. It is recommended that chaperones collect car keys from any young person who drives to events and return the keys at the program’s conclusion. This practice will help ensure that youth attend the entire workshop or event, and do not leave the facility without permission. (Resource:  Keeping Kids Safe)
Vehicle Restrictions
Use of 12 and 15 passenger vans for 4-H programming is prohibited for safety reasons.




To help ensure the safety and well-being of both youth and adults involved with Michigan 4-H, the “Youth-Adult Housing Policy for 4-H Overnight Events” was developed. This mandatory policy, which went into effect on January 1, 2008, applies to any Michigan 4-H sponsored state-, regional-, multi-county-, county- or club-level overnight event where adults are housed with youth, such as workshops, events, fairs, exchanges, overnight trips, lock-ins and camps. For purposes of this policy, a “Michigan 4-H sponsored event” is defined as any event that has an affiliation with 4-H through the use of the name or emblem, and that involves a representative of 4-H (either a 4-H staff member or a 4-H volunteer who has been through the MSU Extension Child Well-Being Volunteer Selection Process).
The core of this policy relates to housing youth with unrelated adults:

Youth can be housed with unrelated adult chaperones aged 21 and over at overnight 4-H events as long as the youth-adult ratio is at least two youth to one adult and the adults have been through the MSU Extension Child Well-Being Volunteer Selection Process.

Before a child goes on any overnight 4-H activity, the policy requires that his or her parent or guardian must sign a “4-H Overnight Housing Parent/Guardian Permission Form.” This form is designed to inform parents or guardians that their child may be sharing lodging with an unrelated adult (who has been through the Volunteer Selection Process) – an always with at least one other youth. If a parent or guardian does not sign and submit this form, their child will not be able to take part in the activity.
More information on the policy is available at your count MSU Extension Office or at http//web1msue.mus.ed.cyf/youth/. 



ALL 4-H participants are to be chaperoned at 
4-H events. Chaperons must be 21 years old.
Q: There’s a very mature 19 year old in my county who would make a great chaperone for the 12 and 13 year olds who are attending a state workshop. Can he serve as a chaperone even though he’s not 21?
A: No. This young person is welcome to attend the workshop but the policy states that those serving as chaperones must be aged 21 and up. (Reference:  General Questions. Refer to Keeping Kids Safe, section Chaperones for complete details.)




Q: What’s the definition of a 4-H sponsored overnight event?
A: A “Michigan 4-H sponsored event” is defined as any event that has an affiliation with 4-H through the use of the name or emblem and that involves a representative of 4-H (either a 4-H Staff member or a 4-H volunteer who has been through the Michigan State University Extension Volunteer Selection Process. (Reference:  General Questions)

BY-LAWS OF

INGHAM COUNTY 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS COMMITTEE
ARTICLE I – NAME


The name of the organization shall be the Ingham County 4-H Shooting Sports Committee.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE


To foster and encourage the development of 4-H youth in the shooting education program through:

(a) Administration of the Ingham County Shooting Sports program.

(b) Promotion of county, state and national 4-H shooting events and activities.

(c) Developing informational and promotional materials for use in the program.

(d) Assure the certification and re-appointment of instructors and training team members is current.

(e) Identification of funding sources, developing resources, and administering the budget for the program.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP


Section 1.  Membership.  Membership of the Committee must consist of:

(a) Michigan 4-H certified shooting sports instructors / leaders, and/or registered 4-H leaders on a volunteer basis.

(b) At least one representative from each shooting discipline; not more than two.

(c) At least two 4-H youth representatives; in compliance with Article III (a).

Section 2.  Definition of 4-H Shooting Sports Personnel.
(a) Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor is an individual who has successfully completed the 

        mandatory 4-H instructor certification workshop and is registered both with the county and the      

        state as a certified shooting sports instructor.

(b) Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Leader is an individual who has successfully completed the 4-H volunteer leader selection process and is working under the direct supervision of a certified shooting sports instructor.

(c) Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Assistant is an individual who has NOT successfully completed the 4-H volunteer leader selection process and is working under the direct supervision of a certified shooting sports instructor.


Section 3.  Removal of Members.  At any meeting of the Committee, any officer or member may be removed by a two-thirds vote of members present for cause, including, but not limited to conduct that is not in keeping with the purpose of the Committee.  The member against whom such action is proposed to be taken shall be informed in writing of the charges against him/her at least thirty days before the date of such meeting, the notice shall be included in the meeting notices to the members.  Opportunity shall be given the member to present witnesses and be there in person or by counsel to answer thereto and disprove such charges.
ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS


Section 1.  Officers.  Officers of the organization will be a Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and Certification Coordinator.


Section 2.  Appointment of Officers.  Officers will be appointed based on consensus of the Committee body at the first meeting following the Ingham County Fair events.


Section 3.  Terms of Office.  Officers will be:

(a) Appointed for a one-year term.

(b) Eligible for re-appointment yearly. 
ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF OFFICERS


Section 1.  Duties of the Chairperson.  The Chair will be the Chief Executive Officer of the Committee and shall:

(a) Preside over all meetings.

(b) Call special meetings as needed.

(c) Make appointments and assignments.

(d) Perform other duties as directed by the State 4-H Shooting Sports Committee.


Section 2.  Duties of the Secretary.  The Secretary shall:

(a) Send out notices of all meetings.

(b) Take minutes of each meeting; submitting formalized minutes to Ingham County 4-H Extension Office

(c) Keep a record of Committee membership and attendance.

(d) Take responsibility for general Committee correspondence.


Section 3.  Duties of the Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall:
(a) Keep a record of all financial activity of Committee accounts.

(b) Present a financial report at each meeting.

(c) Authorize payments from the Committee accounts.

(d) Provide and submit all needed financial information to Extension Office.


Section 4.  Duties of the Certification Coordinator.  The Certification Coordinator shall:

(a) Ensure shooting sports instructor certifications are current.

(b) Maintain a list of current shooting sports instructor and registered 4-H leaders’ addresses and club affiliations.

(c) Report delinquent shooting sports instructor certifications to Committee.

(d) Send out recertification forms and annual report forms prior to October 1st of each year.

ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE


The Committee shall meet at least twice annually.  Meetings of the Committee shall be an open forum unless previously stated.  Meetings shall include establishment of the annual calendar, certification questions, assignments, and committee reports.  The Chair may call further meetings as needed.

ARTICLE VII – QUORUM


Fifty percent of the membership shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the conduct of business and a majority of the members present at any meeting shall decide any questions coming before the Committee.  Exception to fifty percent quorum for emergency removal of certified shooting sports instructor (see Article VIII) or committee member (see Article III, sect. 2).

ARTICLE VIII – REMOVAL OF SHOOTING SPORTS 

INSTRUCTORS / SHOOTING SPORTS LEADERS


Section 1.  Removal of individuals not adhering to the State of Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Rules including:

(a) Certified shooting sports instructors / leaders not adhering to the “Michigan State Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Policy” and “Michigan State 4-H Shooting Sports Program Safety Practices & Policies”. 

(b) Individuals falsely representing themselves as certified shooting sport instructors.

Section 2.  It will be the duty of the Ingham County 4-H Shooting Sports Committee to:

(a) Notify in writing the instructor , leader or assistant in question and require their appearance before the Ingham County Shooting Sports Committee.

(b) Hold a special meeting of the Committee to address the accusations.
(c) Decide whether to forward findings of the Committee to State of Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Committee for further action.
ARTICLE IX – INGHAM COUNTY 4-H SHOOTING PROGRAM OPERATING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Section 1.  All Ingham County Shooting Sport programs and operating polices will adhere to:

(a) Michigan State 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Policy. 

(b) Michigan State 4-H Shooting Sports Program Safety Practices & Policies.         

(c) Ingham County Policy and Procedures.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS


These by-laws may be amended, altered, or repealed, in whole or in part, at any regular or special meeting of the Committee (at which a quorum is present) by majority vote of the members present at such meeting, provided notice of such proposed amendment has been included in the notice of the meeting or were presented at a previous meeting of the Committee.

Adopted and Approved –  2007
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I pledge


My head to clearer thinking


My heart to greater loyalty


My hands to larger service and 


My health to better living


For my club, my community, my country, and my world. (
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Thinking critically & solving problems
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Respecting self, others, and the environment


Communicating








�  ((





Preparing for a career & serving others
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Choosing healthy lifestyles


Managing change and challenges
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