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Old Town Commercial Association

           AmeriCorps VISTA
Old Town Commercial Association

1232 Turner Street

Lansing, MI 48906

www.iloveoldtown.org
517.485.4283

oldtown@oldtownmainstreet.org
The Old Town Commercial Association (OTCA) is recruiting for an AmeriCorps VISTA Community Organizer. The position will begin in early December 2009 and will last at least one year. The Old Town Commercial Association and the Old Town Main Street Program’s mission is to facilitate the socioeconomic development of Lansing’s Old Town area through the promotion of historic preservation, business recruitment and community outreach. 

VISTA Community Organizer Position Description:

The VISTA will work with the OTCA’s two full-time staff members, as well as coordinate with members of the community, OTCA volunteer board members, work with Old Town committees and more. The VISTA will have a number of goals and projects, but not be limited to
1. Food Security: Acting as a market manager to our newly-created farmers’ market – including working with the OTCA organization committee and working with the Project Fresh component to accept food stamps and EBT cards, as well as partnering with MSU to add research and nutritional components. 
2. Corridor Revitalization: Creating and implementing a streetscape plan, including annual plantings, clean-ups, holiday decorations, trash receptacles and a community garden.
 3. Community Engagement: Creating an Old Town resident group. 
4. Community Building: Working with LPD to create a neighborhood watch to help combat Old Town’s recent crime issues. 
5. Planning: Helping to organize volunteers for Old Town’s festivals and fundraisers.
Qualifications

1. Willingness and interest to work with all types of people

2. Outgoing and friendly personality

3. Willingness to learn new things and creatively problem-solve

4. Excellent verbal and written communication skills

5. Gardening background helpful

6. Ability to work both independently and as a team member

7. Flexibility to work a number of evenings and weekends for special events and meetings

8. Ability to adapt to continually changing needs of the community and organization

9. Ability to multi-task and work on numerous projects at once

10. Bachelor’s degree in communications, urban planning or similar field, or similar experience 

11. Ability to work with Microsoft Office and basic desktop publishing software

Benefits

1. Montly stipend of $883

2. Medical Insurance

3. Child care

4. Educational ($4,725) or  cash ($1,200) award at end of term

5. Training

6. VISTA members are expected to work full-time for one year

7. VISTA members are not allowed to have other employment or be in school during the term of their service

8. VISTA members may be eligible to receive food stamps or other forms of public assistance. More information is available at www.cns.org.

To Apply

Please submit a resume and cover letter to oldtown@oldtownmainstreet.org with “VISTA Position” in the subject line. Additional information on Old Town and our many programs is available at www.iloveoldtown.org. If you have any questions on this position, please contact Brittney Hoszkiw at 517.485.4283.
