






Walk and Bike Lansing!   Walk and Bike Lansing!   Walk and Bike Lansing!   Walk and Bike Lansing!   Making Lansing, MI a Walk and Bike Friendly City. 

Why Make Lansing Walk and Bike Friendly?Why Make Lansing Walk and Bike Friendly?Why Make Lansing Walk and Bike Friendly?Why Make Lansing Walk and Bike Friendly?    

1. Ease 1. Ease 1. Ease 1. Ease Residents’Residents’Residents’Residents’ Expenses   Expenses   Expenses   Expenses  With the rising cost of gasoline, non-motorized travel options allow people to make 

fewer car trips. This adds up to immediate savings for individuals and families and less traffic on the roadways. A 

2007 MSU study confirms that building walk and bike friendly features leads to more walking and bicycling.1 
 

2. Ease 2. Ease 2. Ease 2. Ease Employers’Employers’Employers’Employers’ Expenses   Expenses   Expenses   Expenses  Poor exercise habits of employees can result in between 10% and 21% greater 

employer health care cost.2  Businesses that provide opportunities for employees to walk and bicycle during the 

workday report a 28% reduction in sick-leave absenteeism, 26% reduction in use of health care benefits, and 30% 

reduction in worker’s compensation claims and disability management.3    

3. Ease 3. Ease 3. Ease 3. Ease GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment Expenses   Expenses   Expenses   Expenses  Investing in non-motorized networks helps communities ease the tremendous 

expense of maintaining roadways and automobile parking facilities. Recent studies show that creating non-

motorized travel options helps manage traffic demand, saves money on road and parking facilities, reduces 

congestion, and saves residents money.4 

4. Increase Sales for 4. Increase Sales for 4. Increase Sales for 4. Increase Sales for BusinessesBusinessesBusinessesBusinesses        Sales have increased dramatically as a result of walkability improvements in 

communities across the nation. Walkability features in downtown Lodi, CA has led to a 30% overall increase in 

sales for downtown businesses, a drop in the vacancy rate from 18% to 6%, and the addition of 60 new 

businesses.5 Bike friendly communities also benefit from significant recreation and tourism spending.6 

5. Improve Physical 5. Improve Physical 5. Improve Physical 5. Improve Physical HealthHealthHealthHealth        The leading cause of death in Michigan is heart disease, with approximately 25,000 

deaths per 100,000.7 An estimated 32% to 35% of all deaths in the United States attributable to coronary heart 

disease, colon cancer, and diabetes could have been prevented if all persons were highly active.8 In Ingham 

County, two in three residents are active fewer than 30 minutes per day; two in three are overweight, and 20% are 

obese.9 Research continues to show a strong relationship between walkability and bikeability and residents’ 

overall physical health.10,11  

6. Ease 6. Ease 6. Ease 6. Ease Healthcare CostsHealthcare CostsHealthcare CostsHealthcare Costs        In 2003, the Michigan Department of Community Health estimated that if just 1 in 20 

sedentary Michigan adults became physically active, Michigan employers would save $575 million per year in 

healthcare costs and insurance premiums. In 2005, the Michigan Fitness Foundation reported that physical 

inactivity costs the state of Michigan almost $9 billion annually, through higher health insurance premiums, lost 

productivity, and state-funded Medicaid payments.  

7. Improve 7. Improve 7. Improve 7. Improve Air QualityAir QualityAir QualityAir Quality        In Michigan, vehicles create 30% of Michigan’s ozone-forming pollutants.12  These 

pollutants trigger asthma and other respiratory problems.13 The Lansing area currently exceeds the EPA’s Air 

Quality Standards for ground-level ozone. 2006 studies show that the more walkable a community, the lower the 

vehicle emissions.11 

8. Reduce Our 8. Reduce Our 8. Reduce Our 8. Reduce Our Carbon FootprintCarbon FootprintCarbon FootprintCarbon Footprint        Global warming is increasing, and the impacts will only get worse if we don’t start 

cutting carbon emissions.14 Between 1960 and 2001, Michigan’s CO2 emissions from fossil fuels increased by 

46%— primarily as a result of oil combustion for transportation.15    

9. Protect Our 9. Protect Our 9. Protect Our 9. Protect Our Children and SeniorsChildren and SeniorsChildren and SeniorsChildren and Seniors Of the 13 pedestrians and bicyclists killed by cars in Lansing between 2000 

and 2006, most were children and seniors. Many Lansing Public School students live too close to school for 

bussing, yet their routes lack sidewalks and crosswalks and force them to cross dangerous intersections and high-

speed roads. Most Lansing schools, businesses, libraries, community centers, and even parks cannot be safely 

reached on foot or bike. More than 50% of older Americans who do not drive stay home on a given day because 

they lack transportation options.16 

10. 10. 10. 10. Attract ResidentsAttract ResidentsAttract ResidentsAttract Residents     79% of Americans rate “sidewalks and places to take walks” as a top consideration in 

choosing where to live.17 Recent college graduates from Michigan schools say that safe streets and 

neighborhoods, walk-able streets, and affordable living are their top factors in choosing where to live.18 

RRRReeeesssseeeeaaaarrrrcccchhhh    ffffoooooooottttnnnnooootttteeeessss    aaaannnndddd    aaaaddddddddiiiittttiiiioooonnnnaaaallll    iiiinnnnffffoooorrrrmmmmaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    aaaavvvvaaaaiiiillllaaaabbbblllleeee    oooonnnnlllliiiinnnneeee    aaaatttt    wwwwwwwwwwww....wwwwaaaallllkkkkbbbbiiiikkkkeeeellllaaaannnnssssiiiinnnngggg....ccccoooommmm....    

This printing sponsored by: Lansing Walking & Bicycling Task Force Partners: 

City of Lansing 
Virg Bernero, Mayor 
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

COMPLAINTS TAKEN Data N/A 12 11 12 30 64

FISHING LICENSE CHECKED Data N/A 375 Data N/A 526 426 625

VERBAL WARNINGS
Parking Violations* 0 0 0 10
Lous Music 1 0 5 4
Person in Park A/H 21 38 8 66
Vehicle in Park A/H* 0 0 0 24
Disorderly 2 0 11 9
MIP/Alcohol in Park* 0 0 0 18
Vehicle off Roadway* 0 0 0 0
Dog Off Leash/In Park* 0 0 0 35
Traffic Violations 97 0 39 75
Fishing Licenses* 0 0 0 10
Marine Law Violations* 0 0 0 3
Dog Licenses* 0 0 0 4
Smoking* 0 0 0 2

Total Verbal Warnings Data N/A 121 Data N/A 38 63 260

TICKETS ISSUED
Parking Violations* 40 18 59 29 44 10
Lous Music 0 1 0 0 0 0
Person in Park A/H 30 30 6 5 15 8
Vehicle in Park A/H* 35 21 6 10 17 6
Disorderly 3 0 2 0 3 0
MIP/Alcohol in Park* 12 8 10 8 3 7
Vehicle off Roadway* 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dog Off Leash/In Park* 26 26 43 51 22 21
Traffic Violations 70 64 14 9 13 41
Fishing Licenses* 9 0 0 0 5 3
Marine Law Violations* 1 0 0 0 2 3
Dog Licenses* 0 0 0 0 0 1
Suspended License 0 1 0 5 1 1
Smoking* 0 0 0 0 0 0
Misc. Violation* 2 2 0 2 0 1

Total Tickets Issued 228 171 140 119 125 102

ARRESTS Data N/A 5 Data N/A 2 1 1

2003-2008 POLICE STATISTICS TOTALS

D
at

a 
N

/A

D
at

a 
N

/A

* Indicates New Category  or 
Combinded for 2008
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2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008
COMPLAINTS TAKEN 16 24 0 0 0 0 4 6 0 5 0 3 1 2 2 8 0 5 1 2 2 1 4 8 30 64

FISHING LIC. CHECK 259 201 0 0 0 1 117 287 0 7 0 43 0 1 16 20 2 0 2 44 22 0 8 21 426 625

VERBAL WARNINGS
Parking Violations* 0 2 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 10
Loud Music 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 5 4
Person in Park A/H 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 4 0 0 2 3 2 1 1 1 0 0 2 47 8 66
Vehicle in Park A/H 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 4 0 2 0 4 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 0 24
Disorderly 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 3 11 9
MIP/Alcohol in Park* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 18
Vehicle off Roadway* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dog Off Leash/In Park* 0 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 35
Traffic Violations 3 15 2 0 0 2 0 4 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 8 0 12 2 4 32 1 0 25 39 75
Fishing Licenses* 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 10
Marine Law Violations* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
Dog Licenses* 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Smoking* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

Total Verbal Warnings 12 51 2 3 0 3 0 13 0 4 0 11 0 2 5 52 2 16 3 14 34 5 5 86 63 260

TICKETS ISSUED
Parking Violations* 12 0 8 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 0 0 12 8 0 0 3 0 44 10
Loud Music 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Person in Park A/H 7 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 17 3 1 0 4 0 0 0 1 5 32 8
Vehicle in Park A/H* 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 6
Disorderly 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 3 0
MIP/Alcohol in Park* 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 7
Vehicle off Roadway* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dog Off Leash/In Park 8 11 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 4 3 1 0 2 0 0 3 2 22 21
Traffic Violation 0 11 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 1 0 0 0 12 16 13 41
Fishing License 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 5 3
Marine Law Violations* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3
Dog License* 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Suspended License 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
Smoking* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Misc. Violation* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Total Tickets Issued 30 26 10 7 0 3 1 3 3 0 2 1 0 1 32 17 4 6 18 14 0 0 25 24 125 102

ARRESTS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

2007 & 2008 POLICE STATISTICS
BUNKER BOAT

HI HOPE RAY BUR Riverbend Mcnamara ROAD ZOO TOTALSLLS LLN LAUNCH Delhi

* Indicates New Category for 2008

7



Session Session Dates Ages Description Spaces 
Available

Campers 
Enrolled

2008 
Vacancies

2007 
Vacancies

Scholarships 
Available

Scholarship 
Attendance

2 Bath

1 6/9 to 6/13 5 to 12 Regular 
Session 20 4 16 9 0 0 6 Dansville

2 6/16 to 6/20 5 to 12 Extended 
Session (2) 20 20 0 17 3 3 17 Dimondale

3 6/23 to 6/27 5 to 12 Regular 
Session 20 15 5 2 1 1 13 East Lansing

4 6/30, 7/1,7/2,7/3 5 to 12 Extended 
Session (2) 20 7 13 5 3 3 23 Eaton Rapids

5 7/7 to 7/11 5 to 12 Regular 
Session 20 17 6 16 3 not used 2 Grand Ledge

6 7/14 to 7/18 5 to 12 Extended 
Session (5) 20 19 1 3 0 0 31 Holt

7 7/21 to 7/25 5 to 12 Regular 
Session 20 16 4 0 0 0 43 Lansing

8 7/28 to 8/1 5 to 12 Extended 
Session (6) 20 20 0 3 0 0 3 Leslie

9 8/4 to 8/8 5 to 12 Regular 
Session 20 16 4 4 5 5 32 Mason

10 8/11 to 8/15 5 to 12 Extended 
Session (4) 20 20 0 0 8 8 1 Okemos

11 8/18 to 8/22 5 to 12 Regular 
Session 20 20 0 8 3 3 1 Williamston

Totals: 220 174 49 67 26 23 174 Total 

2006 2007 2008
   Revenue 13,300 12,040 11,634
       * Pending CRCF $ 0 0 1,750
   Total Revenue 13,300 12,040 13,384

   Expenses
        Personnel 10,672 11,497 10,848
        Other Supplies 2,110 2,584 3,944
   Total Expenses 12,782 14,081 14,792

   Balance 518 -2,041 -1,408

2008 Day Camp Summary

Camper Residence 

220 Camper openings were available in the 2008 Day Camp.  174 of these openings were 
filled with "happy campers".  

Scholarships were better used in 2008 relative to other years.  In cooperation with CACS, 17 
camper scholarships to attend two sessions at no charge were available.  26 scholarships 

were awarded and 23 were used.   In 2007, 15 campers were awarded scholarships and 14 
campers attended one session each.  

In 2008, day camp sessions combined Junior and Senior Campers and allowed children ages 
5-12 to attend every session.  In 2007, there were three different age brackets for sessions: 5-

7 year-olds, 5-12 year-olds, and 8-12 year olds.  

Day camp attendance in 2008 rose in comparison with 2007 attendance. In 2008, 174 of 220 
(79%) openings filled; while in 2007, 153 out of 220 (70%) openings filled.      
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Session Session Dates 2008 2007 2006 2005
1 6/9 to 6/13 16 9 n/a n/a

2 Extended 6/16 to 
6/20 0 17 0 11

3 6/23 to 6/27 5 2 6 7

4 Extended 6/30, 
7/1,7/2,7/3 13 5 0 0

5 7/7 to 7/11 6 16 4 8

6 Extended 7/14 to 
7/18 1 3 9 8

7 7/21 to 7/25 4 0 8 5

8 Extended 7/28 to 
8/1 0 3 0 6

9 8/4 to 8/8 4 4 3 7

10 Extended 8/11 to 
8/15 0 0 0 5

11 8/18 to 8/22 0 8 0 7

Total Vacancies 49 67 30 64

Camp Vacancies 

To:      Willis and Jeff                                                      November 19, 2008

From:  Karen

Revenue: 2008 revenue is higher in comparison to 2007 due to $1,750 in grant 
funding from CRCF.  

Personnel:  This year we used 59 hours more labor for camp.  45 hours of that can
be attributed to offering 3 additional extended care sessions, so no    material 
difference.  

Other Supplies: Jeff spent $1,300 on new equipment that is offset by grant funds 
from CRCF.  Without these expenditures, other supplies were in line with 2007 
costs. 

As for 2009 camp planning, based on numbers, I recommend leaving the schedule
the same.  Each week that offered extended sessions had families take advantage
of the offering.  The two weeks with lower attendance this year, were higher last 
year, so no real trend exists.  Lansing, East Lansing, Mason and Eaton Rapids 
schools dismiss on 6/4 or 6/5 so parents are looking for camps by the following 
week.  

We should also plan to apply for another YAC grant in 2009.  
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Average of All Parks

Reservation Survey Results
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Wm. M. Burchfield Park

Reservation Survey Results
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Baldwin Park

Reservation Survey Results
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Rayner Park

Reservation Survey Results
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Lake Lansing South

Reservation Survey Results
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Lake Lansing North

Reservation Survey Results
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Hawk Island Park
Reservation Survey Results
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Potter Park
Reservation Survey Results
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INGHAM COUNTY PARKS FREE DAY STATISTICS

BUR Winter Free 
Day 1/16/06

LL 
Free Day 5/29/06

HI 
Free Day 8/6/06

BUR 
Free Day 9/4/06

BUR/HI/LLN Winter 
Free Day 2/19/07 LL Free Day 5/28/07 HI Free Day 08/12/07 BUR Free Day 9/3/07

BUR/LLN Winter 
Free Day 2/18/08

LLS Free Day
05/26/08

BUR BATYOT 
5/31/08 HI Free Day 08/3/08 BUR Free Day 9/1/08

BUR/LLN Winter 
Free Day 1/19/09

BUR Visitation

42 people 
attended  
encampment 48 
cars entered park

430 cars BUR 264 cars 644 cars 51 Cars 13 Cars 528 Cars 326 Cars

BUR Food

9 Hot Choc             
4 Soups                 
7 Chili

$171.75 on pop & 
chips - 670 free 
hot dogs

Hot Choc 1120
Cappuccino 384
Coffee 70
Soup 283
Chili 416
Other $273.40 680 free hot dogs

47 hot choc; 
19 chic soup
15 chili
1 coffee

Small bags of 
popcorn: Used 4 
large prepopped 

bags

414 hot choc; 
116 chic soup

BUR Pedal Boats 89 99 27 55

BUR In Park Kayaks 171 kayak & canoe 8
11 Single Kayaks, 25 

Double Kayaks

BUR In Park Canoes 108 84

BUR Boat Rental*

166 canoes, 47 
single kayaks, 37 
double kayaks, 

250 total in boats

BUR McNamara Trip 146 trips to 
McNamara

82 canoe & kayak 
trips to McNamara

82 Canoes, 36 
single kayaks, 12 

double kayaks

BUR Snow Tubes 261 47 tubes 247

BUR Skiing
131 12 sets of skis 186

HI Visitation 2,400 (831 cars 172 cars 1150 Cars 1634 cars

HI Food N/A

HI Pedal Boats 142 boats

164 boats (avg 
usage time 27.5 
min) 145

HI Rowboats 44 boats

82 boats (avg 
usage time 58.8 
min) 82

LLS Visitation 5,524 (1617 cars) 25 cars 3,891 (1,139 cars) 621 Cars

LLS Food 920 Hot Dogs
1,080 ran out at 
6pm

1152 bags of free 
popcorn

LLS Pedal Boats 544 patrons
871 patrons (229 
pedal boats)

533 patrons
(164 pedal boats)

LLS Boat Rental* 128 patrons 110 (73 boats)

LLS Rowboats   
77 patrons
(22 row boats)

LLN Visitation 524 (372 cars) 114 cars 908 (691 cars) 360 Cars 258

LLN Food Hot Choc 27 58 hot choc.

LLN Skiing 29 5 sets of skis 113

LLB Visitation
1,254 (409 cars-64 
boats) 43 cars

1,008 (691 cars & 
73 boats)

392 Cars
37 Boats 

Total Cost $4,502.00

Weather & Comments Temp 32 gray day 
no snow

Weather was 
sunny & 
temperatures were 
in the mid 90s

Weather was 
favorable, 
temperatures in 
the low 80s and 
mostly sunny

High 77 - Low 52
no rain - sunny

Temp 36 High 
31 Low
Sunny 
no precip

77 degrees & 
sunny

Beautiful clear day -
90 degrees, but 
humid

Perfect Day - low 
80s and sunny

Extremely Icy - 
Temperature of 31 -
rained the day 
before

Forecasted severe 
thunderstorms, and 
turned out to be 
mostly sunny with a 
high of 80 degrees

Perfect day
mid 70s and sunny

86 degree, mostly  
sunny, semi-humid

87 degrees and 
sunny

Extremely Icy - 
Temperature of 31 -
rained the day 
before

S:\FREE DAY\Free Day Statistics.xls
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PARK

Burchfield: 326 Cars X $2 = $652 

LL:  258 ( does not normally charge in winter)

TOTAL ENTRANCE FEE: $652

PARK

Burchfield:

LL:

Total hot chocolate:  $472

PARK

Burchfield:

Total soup: $232

TOTAL FOOD: $704

PARK

Burchfield:

LL:

Total ski rentals:$2,093

PARK

Burchfield:

Total tubes: $247

TOTAL SKI/TUBES: $2,340

Seasonal 

Employees:

TOTAL SEASONAL LABOR: $806

SKI/TUBES

LABOR

HOT CHOCOLATE

414 X $1 = $414

58 X $1 = $58

CHICKEN SOUP

116 X $2 = $232

SKI RENTAL (weekend pricing)

186 X $7 = $1,302

2009 WINTER FREE DAY

COST ANALYSIS

VISITATION

FOOD

NUMBER OF CARS

(assume all county residents)

TOTAL COST OF FREE DAY: $4,502

113 X $7 = $791

TUBES

247 X $1 = $247

103.5 hours X $7.79 = $806

S:\FREE DAY\2009 Winter Free Day Cost Analysis.xls
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February 2, 2009 
 

 
TO:              County Services Committee 
 
FROM:        Becky Bennett 
                    Board Coordinator 
 
RE:              Potter Park Zoo Board Interviews 
 
 
The Potter Park Advisory Board was established to act in an advisory capacity to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission regarding matters related to the zoo.  The County 
Services Committee is responsible for interviewing applicants who wish to serve on the 
Potter Park Zoo Advisory Board.  
 
There has been discussion regarding the County Services Committee considering a 
resolution that would authorize the Parks and Recreation Commission to interview 
applicants for the Zoo Board and then forward their recommendations to the County 
Services Committee for consideration. However, in speaking with the County Attorney, 
the County Services Committee has the authority to delegate interviewing Zoo Board 
applicants to the Parks and Recreation Commission without a resolution.  The Parks and 
Recreation Commission can then make a recommendation to the County Services 
Committee on who to appoint.  Then the County Services Committee will consider the 
recommendation, and if accepted, send it on to the Board of Commissioners for final 
action.   The County Services Committee can then decide on a case-by-case basis, when 
they want the Parks and Recreation Commission to interview on their behalf.   
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 
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Ingham County Board of Commissioners 
CHAIRPERSON                          
DEBBIE DE LEON                         
DISTRICT 2 
                                                                        
VICE-CHAIRPERSON  
DALE COPEDGE                              
DISTRICT 6                                                    
 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM     
RANDY SCHAFER                               
DISTRICT 13 

 
               

INGHAM COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
P.O. BOX 319 

MASON, MICHIGAN 48854-0319 
 

TELEPHONE: (517) 676-7200 
FAX: (517) 676-7264 

web site: www.ingham.org 
 

BECKY BENNETT 
BOARD COORDINATOR 

 
VICTOR G. CELENTINO 
DISTRICT 1 
 
BRIAN McGRAIN  
DISTRICT 3 
 
REBECCA BAHAR-COOK 
DISTRICT 4 
 
ANDY SCHOR 
DISTRICT 5 
 
TODD TENNIS 
DISTRICT 7 
 
MARC THOMAS 
DISTRICT 8 
 
CAROL KOENIG 
DISTRICT 9 
 
MARK GREBNER 
DISTRICT 10 
 
DIANNE HOLMAN  
DISTRICT 11 
 
DEB NOLAN 
DISTRICT 12 
 
STEVE DOUGAN 
DISTRICT 14 
 
LAURA DAVIS 
DISTRICT 15 
 
DON VICKERS  
DISTRICT 16 
  

 
 
 
 

February 6, 2009 
 

TO:               Willis Bennett 
                      Parks Director  
 
FROM:         Becky Bennett 
                      Board Coordinator 
 
RE:               Potter Park Zoo Board Interviews 
 
 
At their February 3, 2009 meeting, the County Services Committee unanimously agreed to 
delegate the responsibility of interviewing applicants interested in serving on the Potter 
Park Zoo Advisory Board to the Parks and Recreation Commission.  The Potter Park Zoo 
Advisory Board is an advisory board to the Parks and Recreation Commission, so the 
Committee felt that the Parks and Recreation Commission would be more informed on the 
qualifications and attributes desired in new appointees to the Zoo Advisory Board. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission will interview applicants for the Zoo Board and then 
forward their recommendation(s) to the County Services Committee for consideration.  The 
County Services Committee will consider the recommendation(s), and if accepted, send to 
the Board of Commissioners for final action.    
 
The Board of Commissioners’ Office will continue to receive applications for the Potter 
Park Zoo Advisory Board.  Copies will be provided to the Parks Department. This 
procedure will be in effect until further notice.   
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 
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List of Preferred Qualifications/Attributes for Zoo Advisory Board Applicants: 
 
Becky Bennett asked in an e-mail to Zoo Advisory Board members on 1/12/09 if there 
were any specific attributes commissioners should look for during the interviews, such as 
experience in animal husbandry, advertising, public relations, business, an every day 
citizen who loves the parks and zoos, or someone who wants to help make the zoo a 
better place and promotes regionalism.  The items listed below were the responses she 
received. 
 
1. Community Involvement – Past background in community involvement would be 
 valuable, especially with the next millage effort  
 
2. Millage Campaign Experience – Past successful experience with this would be 
 helpful with the 2011 millage and a possible attempt to expand it to neighboring 
 counties  
 
3. Public Relations Experience  
 
4. Ask if they have any association, either past or present, with the Zoo  
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Caine hitting the road to promote seniors parks 
Tsawwassen's Harry Caine has been to Saskatoon and Philadelphia 
in recent years to spread the word about seniors wellness parks. 

 

BY THE DELTA OPTIMIST JANUARY 21, 2009  
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